
 
CTK Staff Highlights 
 
Kathy Smith 
Kathy is the Events and Hospitality Coordinator.  She has worked at the Center for 12 
years. 

In my eyes, the Center is unique because in a time when people are 
"always on the go”, CTK lets you find the much needed stillness and 
serenity. I don't have to drive off into the middle of nowhere to find 
quiet contemplation. The Retreat Center is close to home without 
compromising its tranquil grounds to the surrounding city.   
 
 I enjoy the welcoming spirit that is here throughout the years. I have 
met many wonderful people visiting the center of whom I feel have 
become an extended family. 
 

The Center has become a home away from home. Whenever someone visits the Retreat 
Center, I want them to know the tranquility I first felt, coming up the winding driveway 
to the Center. Most of the guests who stay here for a weekend don’t depart by saying 
“Goodbye”, but instead say “I can’t wait to come back here again”.  This for me makes all 
the work we do here worthwhile. 
 
 
 
Deanna Jenson 
Deanna is the Executive Chef at CTK.  She has worked at the Center for 9 years. 

 
What I find unique about the Center is how secluded the grounds 

are. It is an oasis in the middle of the city. 

I get great joy from cooking for our guests and working with my 

fellow co-workers.  I enjoy seeing the beautiful grounds and the 

various animals that can be found here.   

The Center is a peaceful place to be. 

 
 
 
Al Foley 
Al is CTK’s Maintenance Technician. He has worked at the Center for 3 years. 

 

What I find unique about the Center are the people I work with. 

I enjoy the welcoming environment that I experience here (as an 

employee and as a retreatant) and the spiritual presence.   

CTK has been an important part of my life.  My wife, Vicky, and I 

have been coming here for 47 years.  It has become our spiritual 

base.  When I walk the halls of the Center, I recall my fellow 

retreatants—Oh! So many memories. 

 

 
 
 



 
 
 
Luz deCarmen Martinez 
Luz is our Lead Housekeeper at CTK.  She has worked at the Center for 1 year. 

 

What I find unique about the Center is that it offers a variety of 

retreats for different age groups.   

I enjoy that the Center is a very positive and friendly place to work, 

next to God.  

It is an important place as it provides a place for people to grow in 

their faith, including myself. 

 

 
 
Eugene (Gene) Nekrassoff 
Gene works in Grounds and Maintenance. He has worked at the Center for 3 ½ years. 
 

What I find unique about the Center, is the size of the grounds.   
I believe it is the largest parcel of land within the city of Citrus 
Heights.  There are approximately 29 acres of mostly trees and open 
area that many people think is a county park.  The property is 
privately owned by the Passionists.   
I enjoy interacting with our guests and staff.  Speaking with our 

visitors brings new experiences and opportunities for learning that 

would be missed if I did not work here. 

I believe the Center is a healing place where one can come and work 

out personal challenges—providing an environment where guests can reflect and re-

energize. 

 

 
Paul Romano  
Paul works in Grounds and Maintenance.  He is our newest team member, working at the 
Center for 3 months. 

 
What I find unique about the Center is the beauty and peace that is 
here within the hustle and bustle of the city. 
 
I enjoy driving onto the grounds in the early morning and 
experiencing the peace, tranquility and the presence of God before I 
begin my day—very rewarding. I also enjoy talking with my 
coworkers, the priests, and the visitors of the Center.  
 

Even though I have been here a short time, I see the importance of the Center—the good 
that comes from being here and then taken out into the world by those who come here on 
retreat.  My own faith is strengthened being here. 


