
Experiencing the Presence of God and Community 

 

My first visit to Christ the King (CTK) was in December of 2017 

when I attended Simbang Gabi, a Filipino Christmas tradition, with 

my husband, Jivvy, and my parents who were visiting from 

Vancouver, Canada. Here we experienced the warm hospitality of 

Fr. Giltus, CP, staff and volunteers who helped put this special 

gathering together. It was also our first time meeting a Passionist 

priest and hearing about the Young and Married Ministry.  

Jivvy and I began attending the Young and Married Ministry in January 2018. We experienced 

God's love as we learn, grow and strengthen our marriage by being active in our vocation and 

being a witness of a God centered marriage. Participation as a couple gives us the opportunity 

to speak and share on a variety of topics in a supportive and encouraging environment. Our 

hearts are filled with joy for this ministry and the fruitful friendships made along the 

way. During the COVID19 pandemic, our group was not able to meet onsite. With the help of 

Natalie, CTK Executive Director, zoom sessions were set up that allow us to stay in touch during 

challenging times.  

I attended an outdoor Mass at CTK during COVID19 pandemic. I came to offer prayers for two 

of my friends who had each lost a parent recently. Mass was held at the Marian Grotto. During 

the celebration of the Eucharist I felt this sense of gratitude and being one with God's beautiful 

creation of nature that surrounded me. This feeling of gratefulness inspired me to put my faith 

in action. I returned the following week with a friend to give back to CTK. We joyfully cleaned 

up the St. Paul of the Cross Memorial Garden. 

Jivvy and I have many fond memories here at CTK from attending the many rich offerings CTK 

has held, such as Young and Married Ministry, Mass, Marian Procession, Las Posadas, Simbang 

Gabi and more recently our first fun-filled Fall Gala this past October.  

Christ, Connection and Community is what we experience each time we visit this peaceful 

place!  

 Genevieve Corpuz (pictured above with her husband, Jivvy) 

 


