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I. INTRODUCTION -

N MAY OF 2000, THE PROVINCE RETREAT CENTER BOARD began a major initiative to

develop new structures of governance capable of carrying forward the mission of Holy

Cross Province retreat centers. These new institutional developments would respond to
the chaIlenges posed by 51gmﬂcant long-term reductions in vowed Passionist personnel To
respond well, the new agencies would rieed a faithful possession of the Pasmomst spirit'or
charism? that is the drving force of retreat center ministry. It was in this awarengss that the
promn—— s i PRCB dew;ted great-attention to questlons of mission
| MISSION AND CHARISM * and chavigm. Knowing retréat cenfers are a familiar
R ' feature of the American eccldsial landscape, the Board
kept pondenng ‘What is distinctive about Passionist. centers? What gives them the quality they
have? Why do they look and feel as they do? Why is it that peopIe have the sorts of experiences
they do have at Passionist centers?”’ The pursmt of these quesnons led first tg a pollmg of some
Passionist center participants: ot

CHARACTERIST ICS OF PASSIONIST RETREAT CENTERS’

KEY quzs*nons - BIERARRE

'{.-"-.'

A. What is the message of the Passioniat prcgrams that say thlS isa Passmmst retreat center? -

B. What quahtles of the people you encounter. m1n13temig,to you (retreatants staff) are
indicators that this is a Passionist refreat center?‘*‘-" o

€. What are the elements of the place and 1ts envn"onment that are, found in andadentlfy it.as
a Passionist retreat center? L7 e -

The responses to these questions were collated,.synﬂ;xesized' and preseﬂted for PRCB reflection

as: -

! The Province Retreat Conter Board (PRCB) was founded in 1970. 1t is an official advisory forum through which
Holy Cross Province retreat centérs foster a common vision, develop plans and evaluate the development of retreat
center ministry.

2 The word “charism” is a technical theoiogmal term, Denved from the Grcek word charisma (meaning gift) the
term is mostly in the New Testament in reference to "spmtual gifts" or'gifis of the. Spirt* (cf, 1 Cor.12-14) that are
understood to be manifestations of the Spirit of Jesus. The term has been ised thmughout the history of the Church
to refer to new; spontapeous expressions of Gospel life: In qontemporary usage; the term efers especially to the
unique spirit or genius of founders of religious communities; it denotes that new, creative maimer of Hving and
expressing the Gospel characteristic of the Passionists, Jesmts, Sisters of Mercy, Dominicans, étc.and which the
Church has formally endorsed. A charism represents the work of the Holy Spirit, acting through a particular person
to renew and revitalize the Church in a given time. And, a charism is the legacy of the religious founder or
foundress to succeeding generations who are charged to find contemporary expressions of it that are faithful to the
original impulse of the Spirit and in keeping with cumrent needs.

' PRCB Minutes, Spring 2001; P.10, A.1




A, QOUR MESSAGE

Key themes

+ The Passmn of Christ

* .God’s nnconditional love

. Reconclhatlon : '
: Connectmg our Tives to the life and suffenngs of Ch.nst
- Finding hope and strength in the rmdst of suffenng
Qur identity as the Body of Christ -

* Passionists have a partmular way of artlculatmg the Gospel that relates to -
evéryday life

..

B. PASs_loni'sr PEOPLE -

IN THE TRADITION OF ST. PAUL OF THE CROSS, and in
connection with "our corporate preaching tradition, we have
internalized the Passion of Jesus in our own lives. Passionists are .
characterized by ‘a- wi}Iingness to show human weakness, an i
attitude of compassionate hospltahty, a sense of humor and'_- o
-sharing practieal wisdoin. o - SO

C ENVJRDNMENT

¥ RETREATANTS FIND OUR CENTERS TO BE- COMFORTABLE AND NURTUR!NG places of
safety, The environment is characterized by distinctive Passionist symbols ‘the presence of
Passiohist religious; Stations of the Cross, crucifixes; and art depitting Passionist themes.
Opportunities for sharing individual stories creafe an atmosphiere of carnaraderie. Providing
beautiful settings conduicive 1o prayer. and contemplahon refreatdnts. can find.the spacs to focns '
on God’s presence. - Attentlve to God. through Word, sacrament and orie another, retreatants feel”
challenged and supportsd n thezr spmtual growth S -

PRCB MEMBfRS WERF.' PLEASED wrm THE FEEDBACK but also saw the need for a more
developed treatriient of the identified thomés. The effort to 1de:nt1fy those characteristics which,
Workmg in concert together, leads to the umque reahty that is a Passionistretreat, is an effort to

"""""""" i describe a ‘‘culture.” As it is commonplace to speak of the distinctive
s | DELVING DEEPER | i ethos or culfure of public institutions and corporations, in the same
| INTO THE SPIRIT i* manner the task of identifying those distinctive values, aftitudes and
behaviors that are'the supportive spiritual framewaork for Passionist retreats is the task of
_articulating the culture of Passionist retreat centers. Typically, to speak of a culture is to engage
in the effort of raising to conscious awareness realities most often assumed! To identify and
articulate those realities gives the culture new power. It increases awareness.of the wondrous
mix of myth and mirth, attitude and action, values and vision which censtitute the raw
mgredlents of a culture, And increased awareness deepens appreciation, in this case of the-
genius, of Passionist Founder, St. Paul of the Cross. Finally, 2 more conscious grasp of the ‘why’
- that lies behind behavior grants-a new, desired ability. The ability to communicate the beauty

Terriasr b asan e sesdseona




and richness of a culture to others is grasped. They may be invited to step into 1ts czrcle and
experience for themselves the transcendent grace that is its ultimate source.

THE DESIRE OF THE PRCB FOR AMPLIFICATION OF THE SPIRIT Of Passioniét centers
spurred the creation of this material. What follows is rooted in a desire to share the vistas of
spirituality and charism that ‘shape and inspire Passionist refreat center. Inlmstry These materials
are but mtroductory snapshots, mwtattons to deeper exploratlon of the
. profound spiritual foundations that ground retreat work: All who use these
THESP'R'T rnatetials are encouraged to continue walking into the depths of the
Passzomst charism where the great mystery of Crucified Love is found Fot it is there, at the foot
of the Cross, that wé encounter Fim whose memory 1s the true and only source for the mission of
Passionist life and retreat center ministry.

[T

| SHARING




ST. PAUL OF THE CROSS

JAUL FRANCIS DANEOQ was born on January 3, 1694, in Ovada, Italy. During his teen

¥ years he felt inwardly inspired and captivated by the Cross of Christ, Paul discemed
Gad’s love for all people in.the passion and death of Jesus Christ. Realizing all that Jesus had
suffered in love for us, Paul wanted to lave;Jesus inreturn through prayer and preaching, When.
Paul was 21 years old, he joined a crusade against the Turks, thinking this was the way God
wanted him to serve. But after experiencing the violence and ruthlessness of war, Paul
abandoned this futile way of life. He had an mner conviction that God would fulfill the vision by
a crusade of a much different nature,

RETURNING TO HIS HOMETOWN. Paul assisted hxs family
and dedicated himself to’ prayer and ‘penance. In- 1’720 he asked
the local blshop for perrmssmn to se:r’ve the Chu:rch a8 a henmt a‘_
e LAV#NK}THE """""" 5 churches, Paul, weanng a long black_
-' FOUNDATIONS robe as 2 sign of his commitinent, took:
At Al .4+ ‘care of the.church property and. prepared
the aItar before the daily celebration of Mass Many rec;ogmzed in
Paul: ’the quahtles of wisdom and holmess, :mqflr came: to him -for
advme At times he was glven»permwsmn to: preach Diring this

..peno’d Paul kept a diary and Wwyote a Rule which contained his
wmaom ‘of how he would hve h.IS hfe 'Ihe Rule conta:med-

penam‘:es char;ty, and many other quahhes and actmtles he, felt_
1mpoﬁ;ant in living out a rehgmus life, . Bvcntually, he invited
others‘to join him, and the men whe followed would: bécome:
known as Passionists because of their dedlcatmn 1o, and prcachmg- 8
of, the passwn and death of Jesus Chnst S i

. PAUL, NOW LIVING. m ROME. was ordamed a Prlest 1n 1734 He channeled his time and
energy into preaching throughout, central. Ttaly, reahzmg that mafry of his contemporaries had
forgotten God’s love for them, a,nd Had fallén asle,cp 1o the healmg grace of Christ’s Cross. In
e ——— . the 18" century life was noteasy. The rich were rich; the poor, very poor,

[ WAKING For the sick there was little comfort. Fordrdinary folk there was a constant
THE WO’RLD" fear of war, famine and disease, “The world lives unmindful of the
suffenngs of Jesus which are the miracle of miracles of the love of God. We must arouse the
world from its slumber,” And so Pan! did arouse the world through thousands of letters he wrote
and the sermons he preached. Traveling where he was invited to preach, Paul taught people how
to pray and meditate upon the suffering and death of Jesus. Walkmg from town to town, church
to church, for over 40 years, he preached the loving memory of the passion and death of Jesus
Christ, Thé sick and the abandoned poor were special recipients of Paul’s concern and love.

* This focus on the preaching of the mystery of the Passion and death of J esus is conmdered to be the charism of the
Passionists.




AFTER MANY YEARS OF PREACHING AND SERVING the Passionist community, as its
founder and leader, Paul died in 1775. He was 81 years old. Paul Daneo, canonized a saint by
the Church, is reveréd today as Saint Paul of'the Cross. .




L. THE PASSIONISTS:
A RELIGIOUS CONGREGATION

A_s THE FOUNDER OF A NEW RELIGIQUS.COMMUNITY, St. Paul of the Cross is one of a
select group of Christian figures. Benedict of Nursia (Benedictines), Francis of
Assisi (Franciscans), Theresa of Avila and John of the Cross (Carmelites), Ignatius of Loyola
(I esuits) ~ these-are but a fow of the men and women called by God to serve as founders of new
"""""""""""" ANEWr . religious orders or communities in the Church, Present in every era
RELI GIOUS FAMILY = ‘of Christian history and rooted i in the biblical period, religious life 1 is
‘}oan, espeolally distinctive feature of Catholicism and Orthodoxy. The .
Iarger sweep of the human- spmthal experience ﬁnds that such groupmg or movements as,
‘identified by the presence of monasterles, convents ashrams, etc., is-a per31stent feature of every
great religious oulture or tradmon o

CONTEMPORARY RELIGIOUS 'AND. PASSIONIST LIEE finds its ongln in the treasured
oneness of evangelical life that characterized the first disciples’ experience (Acts 3:42-47),
During the 2" and 3" centuries Christian hermits living in the Syna:n and Egyptian deserts came
together in loose confederations. In the 4™ cenhiry the first religious rule, authored by St.
Augustine of H1ppo set out a pattern for communal religious living, The development of
Benedlctlne life (5t century) created the dommant form of monastic living that became
pervaswe throughout the Christian ‘world: until the 13" cenfury. Then the new orders of
Fra;nd]soans and Donnmeans brought afresh’ style of. life and mission able to meet the changed
"""""" e Givil and eeclesial éiréitmstances of the: 13 century, The aftermath

- A RAPIDLY i of the Protestant Reformatxon (1 6" century) and the dramatic

|
% CHANGING WORLD ohangcs to social and cultural Jife brought about by world

3§515£§fi6§{'Eﬁa"feg};ﬁaio'élcal developmenf were catalysts fornew expressions of an ancient
Christian way of life. Jesuits and the apostolic ¢ongregations of the 17" and 18™ centuries (e.g.
Redemptorists, Passionists, Vincentians, Ursulmes) ‘brought riew vitality and vision for a
Christian response to the modern world fennmg under the Impact of rapid scientific and

industrial development

* FOR PAUL OF THE. CROSS, rehglous hfe bound together a select membersh1p that shared
an mtense consczously chosér form of Christiaii life, drawing its inspiration from the life of the
"t d]SGlpIGS ‘The memory of the disciples living and ministering daily with

' A GOSPEL t i - Jesus roots the vision of’ Paul Daneo Shaped by the religious vows of

LIFESTYLE

personal devotion to the Lord and infensé mlmstenal Iabor for the sake of the Kingdom of God.
Paul’s reputation as a dynamic, effective preacher and profound mystic speaks well of powerful
authenticity claimed by hig conception. of religious life, The Church’s approval ofhis
foundational work confirms his unique contributjon to Christian life. :




CONTEMPORARY PASSIONJSTS, members of a religions community international in scope,
continue to draw inspiration from the founding vision of Paul Daneo. Passionists are proud to be
part of the dynamxc ecclesial tradition of religious life. They have embraced the renewal
mandated by Vat:lca.n Council IT and possess a sharply honed appreciation of religious life,

- Today’s Passionists cornmit therselves to the tasks of spiritual

L SR R e bbb e

: TO SERVE ALL:. " | renewal and institutional reform that are the halimark contributions
i THE CHURCH AND | of eligious lifé in every Christian era. Pass:omsts understand
; THE WORLD - '}

i themselves calied to ‘discover and meet the pressing unmet needs
found in both church and human society. Passionists are motivated to respond foreefully for they
believe that such needs often present the contemporary face of Jesus Crucified. Passionists
willingly devote fhefr lives and, energies to living and announging that Gospel of the Passion
which so ttansformed the life of their beloved founder. It is their hope that they would bring to
their church and tiine the holiness, clarity of purpose and dynamism for renewal that marked the
life of Paul Daneo.

10




IV. THE MEMORY OF THE PASSION

HE SPECIAL INSIGNIA OF THE PASSIONISTS is the “Sign,” the heart-shaped emblem

‘surmounted by a dross that captures, in an image, the meaning of Passionist life. At
_ —ees itg center are the words “Jesu XPI Passio.” Written in Greek and
i THE SIGN OF LO\_’E | “Latin, the languages of the ‘early Church, the words mean: “the
Toretiscssssrnerend Reersrerssermaramnins rarveaens Fivarerored Passlo‘n Of JGSHS ChI‘le ” ‘Three nails at the bottom comp]ete the
Passionist 31gn1ﬁcance of this’ umque badge o : :

. DURING A STUNNING RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE in the summer

of 1720 Paul of the Cross -8 himself “clothed in 4 long black
g ——————" e : garment with a white cross on my breast, and .

THE-PASSION i below the cross the holy name of Jesus was
OF JESUS - - written in white letters.””. In that moment the
shape of Paul Daneo’s vocation was clarified: hie was called to found
a new religious order. By year’s end he would enter into a long
retreat to pray deeply about his calling and write the first version of
the Passionist rule. In Rome the next September {1721) he sought
entrance to the papal Quirinal Palace where, he trusted, Pope Innocent
XII would receive him and validate his vocation. Scorned as an
unkempt vagabond and thrown out on the street, he was devastated as
he saw his holy dream smashed to pieces, Hé wandered, shaken, in.
. the adj acent p:azza and gave half of his last loaf of bread to a beggar. ~JTNEE
He sought refuge in: the adjacent basilica of St Mary Major. There, k:neehng in prayer before 8
famahs icon of the Blessed Virgin a quiet and deep conviction of eventual success replaced his
' _despaar Sealing his commitment to proceed even where there appeared to be no way forward, he

vowed that his commumty would promote the memory of the Passion of Jesus,

. lN VOW!NG TO' PROMOTE DiVOTION TO THE PASSION OF JESUS." Paul Daneo’s
inaugural vision now achieved brilliant clarity. ‘Through a tumultuous year of profound
sxaltation-and crushing despair, the great treasure of his personal spirituality had been discerned,

i ————————— i purified, lifted up and institutionalized. He would come to be known as

i 'IDO VOWAND | puy) orihe Cross. First called “The Poor of Jesus,” he and his

PROM,SE ...} companions would be named Passionists. Granting formal ecclesial
approva] in 1741 Pope Benedict XIV would comment, “This Congregation of the Passion of

Jesus Christ should have been the first to be founded and it has arrived at last]”®

S Words of St. Paul of the Cross quoted in Spencer, As A Seal Upon Your Heart, p. 31,
¢ Quoted in Spencer, As A Seal Upon Your Heart, p. 114,
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EVERY PASSIONIST TAKES A SPECIAL YOW to spend his energies in promoting
remembrance of the sufferings of Jesus, This vow defines the purpose of the Passionist .
community. Their Founder had declared the Passion of Jesus *“the greatest and mest
overwhelming work of God’s love.”® His sons and daughters plédge to hold deep in their hearts
the memory of the cross and to do all that is in their powor to remind others ofit."

WHY PROMISE to do something like this? The answer lies with. the meanmg of the Cross
and death of Jesus for the world.

FIRST, THE DEATH OF JESUS was no mere brutal execution of an extraordinary Jewish
teacher and prophet long'ago. His death was an évent that changed hurhan history. Jesus died so
Serisam st I that others mlght live. God soloved the world that he allowed his
i T NO om-: TAKES * only Son to give his very life for humankind. The cross becomes
i My LIFE FROM ME..." ; the symbol telling us that God’s love is stronger than death.
S ———p———" Passromsts want to tell the world about that Iove

_Bur THERE ARE OTHER REASONS FOR THE PASSION!ST vOw. Jesus’ death on the cross
_-wag a death in the cause of justice. He was executed because he challenged accepted values. He

sided with thé poot and the outcasts. He condemned oppressive structures J esus Was a prophet -
- and prophets meet strong opposition, :

HIS CROSS 1S A REMINDER that Christians must
listen’ to the ‘cries of the poor. Passionists are in
sohdanfy with those whom " socisty may. forget or-
exploit. ‘The cross is

PO PP TLTTT TR TN Inabiebaenny

{
| "I HEAR THE CRY OF THE | _ .. Do |
| POOR AND THE NEEDY,.» | 2 Sign of justice. To
I ! remind the world

.................... i

about the cross is to challenge the world for its injustice
and neglect. Passionists are pledged to that challenge.

F.INAI!.LY. REMEMBERING THE - CROSS Ml‘fANS
remembering those in the world who bear the cross
today: the disabled, the sick, the dying, the gtieving, those isolated and alone - all those who

bear the burden of pain. Jesus identified himself with the “least.” He shared their burdens and

brought them hope. He, too, bore the cross.

THROUGH FAITH CHRISTIANS FIND STRENGTH IN THE MEMORY OF THE PASSION. Jesus
knew pain and death. He also tasted the victory of everlasting life. Death is not the final word
for those who believe. This, too, is part of the paschal messagc Passionists proclaim to the
world. :

7 In the ceremony of religious profession Passionists “vow... to recall to mind with greater love the Passion of our
Lord and to promote its memory by word and deed...(and also) chastrty, poverty and obedience.” (Vow Formula,
Rule and Consiitutions #96). Passionists refer to this vow as the “1* Vow.”

8 . Rule and Constitutions #1.
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. retredt development.. A lengthy penod of recuperatmn from

.......................................................

V. WHAT IS A RETREAT?

HR!#TMNS HAVE ALWAYS FOUND S'PECL;’-\L SIGNIFICANCE in J esus “forty days of desert
prayer and fasting that preceded his years of public ministry.” As an echo and .

- renewal of [srael’s forty year desert so_toum .an gpoch revered for its profound intimacy
between Yahweh and h1s Peoplé - Jesis’ mlderness expei‘lence 111u:m1nes the depth of love
lNTlMACYWITHGOD _ vocatlon the Lord ] prepares hithself for his coming mission. His_

i expenences of struggle temptatlon and vocational confirmation

represent the redemptlon of human declslon-mak.mg first impaired by Adam and Eve. As did
their-Lord, so do hig dzsmptes yearn to share perdonally in the Jove relationship of Father and

" .Son.- hmtatmg his desert mthdrawal they seek a renewal that will consecrate their lives to .hJs »
service and ahgn then' use of hurhan freedom Wlth the values and visions of the Gospel,

EACH GENERATION OF DiSCiPLES HAS CONS!DERED IT IMPORTANT to withdraw from
daily hvmg in order to hsten mort deeply to the Lord and examine its adherence to the Gospel,
[ - Christians of each age have sought special opportunities to renew their
E CON;?:JS;&;JLAND | - relationship with Jesus -and recommit themselves to evangelical life, -
Do ecremmicmasmonn i For ‘example, the Medieval practice of pilgrimage — to sacred places n
Europe or to the revered sites of the Holy Land — had the same goal of deep personal conversion

and renewal that characterizes modern retreats,

”‘*‘= THE- EXPERIENCE oF- IGNATIUS OF LOYOLA
o FOUN;DER OF THE JESUITS, has greatly influenced modemn

< batt]e wounds became the ogeasion-for him to see himself in
g i the light of Gospel: truth. The
{DISCERNMENT ''''''' ; power of that light illuminated hig
own Inmer emptmess, bathed him in God’s Iovmg and |
‘healing light, and set him on a new path. His famous work,
The Spiritual Exercises, distilléd what he learned in solitude
and sought to make the same graces of radical conversmn

and vocational dlseemment available to others.

® Cf. Mt. 4:1-11, Mk. 1:12-13; Lk, 4:1-13

13




PASSIONISTS FOUNDER, PAUL OF THE CROSS, TRACED HIS OWN AVOCATEON as areligious
founder to a forty-day retreat made-at the end of 1720. Dwelling in a"small room attached to the
Church of St. Charles in Castellazzo, Italy, Paul Paneo fasted, prayed and was, transfonned by -
h1s encounter ‘with God. His Spiritual Diary captures his daily experiences and sumimarizes the
e e ——" i depths of intimacy with God into which: Paul was plunged.

5 S‘IG‘,;’? l‘l{‘é)sﬂijﬂslﬂfg;f , Empowered to found a new religious communmity; it was . -
L i during this time that Paul-of the Cross wrote the original Rule
for what became the Congregation of the Passion. Concerned to pass on the tremendaus valis€ -
he had received in his tinie apart, this Rule noted that the residences of the néw community were
to be called “retreats.” He left Castellazzo energlzed for the dynamic fruitful and often diffieult
life of a new foundér that now stretched before him: The power of the Spmt so richly given at.
Castellazzo, ca.rned him forward and matured into ihe personal Tholiness, 1nst1tut1ona.] suceéss and
apostolic reputation that crowned his death in 1775.

Church of San Carivy In Gastellazzo, whera Sk Paul
of the Crons mads his reireat of forty days.

IN FRAMING THE MINISTERIAL TRAJECTORY OF HIS NEW
COMMUNITY, Paul of the Cross nltimately saw that the preaching’
of missions and the conducting of retreats held a special ability to
--------------------- | pass on what he had recelved,

é IMMERSED IN THE OCEAN | Inretreats, deep self-knowledge
b DL GODSLOVE | and - communich with Ged
could be attained. Through the sustained prayer made possible
during retreat, one could be immersed in the ocean of immense
love flowing from the Crucified One. Guided by the ministry of
. religious with special expertise, retieatants could learn how to live
a practlcal and deeply committed Gospel life through intelligent;
~ loving preaching and wise instruction. These goods moved the
‘Passionist Founder to engage in retreat ministry himself and to
commit his new commumty to the same work. He directed that
~ space be set aside in Passierist residences and hoped that larger,
" dedicated facilities could be-developed. Retreat ministry was not, -
for Paul of the Cross, at accidental discovery. Rather, it was a
consciously .chosen apostohc method that he found appropnately_

suited to the mission given him by God’s Spirit.

. CONTEMPORARY PASSIONIST RETREAT EXPERIENCES are rooted in the Lord’s desert days,
take the best from Christian tradition and honor the memory of Paul Daneo at prayer in
Castellazzo. Creating a space and time apart from daily demands and concerns, retreats help
today’s Chnstlan answer the insistent spiritual urgings of the human heart, longings that can only
i 'CREATING A SP ACE N ! rl}e authentically ﬁﬂﬁt%ed fby God’s loving presence.
: THE PRESENCE OF LOVE | racing once more the footsteps of Jesus, of prior,
S O ! generations of Christian seekers and standing with Paul
Daneco at the foot of the Cross, today’s Passionist retreatants leamn the loving mystery of the’

Cross, absorb its transformative energy, and return to daily life ds committed disciples.
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Vl. RETREAT FOUNDATIONS:
conw:ns:ou AND SPIRITUAL GROWTH

¢ CTuE chvom OF GOD IS AT HAND. Repent, and believe in the gospel.” (Mk.

I:15) With these words Fesus iritiated his mission. His call to repentance would
remaln central to his proclamation of the in-breaking of God’s Reign. Ouly those willing to let -
"""""" R E‘PENTANDBELIE‘VE' go of selfishriess and bitterness, only those abls to cast aside

IN THE GOOD NEWS" { shame and fear and risk opening their hearts in trust fo receive
Eereeremsnsrpsssesesrs s ... God’s’love could be assured membership in the Kingdom of
God. Hc hkened this change of heartto a reblrth (cf. John 3) and underscored its vital necessity.

Thus did Jesus deﬁne the. ﬁmdamental startmgpomt of authentic splntual living,

" CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP - JS BEST UNDERSTOOD as followmg in- the
footsteps of the Master. For the' very first disciples; this was a literal experience
as they joumneyed with the- Lord - Traversing, the highways and byways of
% .............................................................................................. 5 m‘lclent Israel 'they Ieamed from hls
| "..TAKE UP THE CROSS DAILY . words, deeds and person — and

ANDFOLLDWME .......................... struggled to comprehend. Liitle did
they know that the first journey, with its. climactic death-resurrection in
Jerusalem, was but a preview of the lifetimes fhey would spend in carrying the
Gospel across the world. His instruction, “If anyone wishes to come after me,
he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me” (Lk. 9:23), would guide and
1nsp1re their daily response. And, travel itself would become a metaphor for the inner, spiritual

journey of conversion and growth requzred of each d:scaple

PASSIONIST RETREATS PROC!.AIM ANEW the Lerd s first announcement of God’s nearness
and remind all who hear of the necessity for convcrswn of heart. Many men and women trace'
the beginnings of their adult faith to a Tetreat
expenence and a moment of profound convcrswn

{ CONVERSION OF HEART ; S;mp]y a matter of

.......................................................................... ; choosing to-‘ live
well as an adult what was first learned as-a child. For. )
others, conversion had a “voice from the heavens”. '
quality to it. Lacking faith, lost, sometimes not
knowing why they had even-come, they found God
breaking into their lives and claiming them in.love. : S
Yet.others experienced conversion as a return.to. a faith once abandoned or ignored. Regardless
of the unique story, the wondrous miracle of God's compassionate appearance retains its original
freshness, vitality and joyousness..
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PASSIONIST RETREATS NOT ONLY SET DISCIPLES on the first leg of the spiritual path, but
1end guidance and new zest for mature disciples seeking to continue moving forward. For many,
o g weekend retreat'is a calendar non-negotiable. For others, a

STREhng‘!; : g,R THE regular or penodlc experience serves to clarify perspective,
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, i renew faith, prowde reassurance and support, and strengthen’

the heartfelt desire to go the distance with Jesus, Refreats take daily dlsc1plesh1p senously and
affirm the believer’s conumt[nent to journey well with the Lord : , :

THE INFLUENCE OF ST. PAUL OF THE CROSS shapes the spmt of Passionist retreats. An
accomplished preacher, retreat director and spiritual guide; his lifelong proclamanon of the
message of the -Cross mirrored the ‘preaching of Jesus. - Lifting up his mission cross, Paul
reminded the great crowds who came to listen of God!s love. His message echoed the lasting
themes of Jesus’ own preaching — the necessity of basic conversion, and the demand of faithful
and daily devotion if one desired to take a place at God’s banquet table. Passionist reireats invite
contemporary men and women to incorporate the spiritual quest of Paul Daneo in the1r own lives
and with him “to pursue the adventure of fa1th the discovery of the mystery of God. »l

1 General Chapter Document 1977, etc. ...




1. RETREAT FOUNDATIONS:
SOLITUDE

OLITUDE, THAT CONDITION OF PHYSICAL AND PSYCHIC WITHDRAWAL from the
everyday, is a privileged space that readies the. human heart for contact with God.

, Called by God’s angel- to Mount Horeb the prophet EhJah heard in the wilderness
that “tmy wh,lspenng sound” he knew to be the yoice of God (1 Kgs 19). At prayer in the
Temple the prophet Isazah encountered Yahwéh and received his vocation (Is. 6). Christian
i i+ iradition and’ Jconography depict the Vlrgm Mary alone at prayer
; : A PRWILEGI':D SPAC*: when Gabriel spoke the world-¢hanging “Hail Mary” (Luke
b ressd 26ff) J esus, alone in the desert, wrestled with and accepted

.....

would “withdraw'to deserted places to] pray (Luke 5 16) and invite his disciples to do likewise
(Mk 6:31), In Gethsemane’s dreadﬁll solitude, Jesus drew strength from an anguished prayer

that enabled him to walk through the maelstrom- of his Passion and enter the solitude of death in
prayerful surrcnder (Lk.23:46). -

' THE LONG AGES OF CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE Speak of the
yearning to imitate Jesus. Disciples have lived as hermits in the-
desert bullt monastenes and convents {o separate themselves .

- from their own world, lived in

A PLACE OF OPENNESS secluded compounds, cultivated

) .f.....,.... an mner Splﬂt Of detachment

from the everyday, developcd retreat centers and houses of

. prayer, set aside ‘prayer corners’ in their own homes — and much

~-more — desiring always to enter a holy aloneness within which
they could radlcally open their hearts to the Lord R '

PAUL OF THE CROSS KNEW WELI. sohtude 5 greats
spiritual power."’ . As a young man of 26 a sudden yearnlng for
solitude, which he later recognized as the, movement of, God’s
Spll’lt 1n his heart, brought .greater focus: to his; own-: spmtual - :
quest.’? A reverence for solitude marked his. entlre life. The practlce of solitude deepencd and
refreshed his keen spiritual scnsmVlty The conthion “of its great value stands as one of the
pillars of his spiritual teachlng ' L Ll

. THE ENTRYWAY TO SOLITUDE Is SILENCE FolloWlng the monastlc wisdom of centuries

(and the universal testimony of all- great religious traditions), Paul* 61 the Cross and the early
A PLACE OF SILENCE - - : Passionists maintained a strict silence within their residences.
......................................................................... | Except for brief periods when the community gathered for
“recreahon " silence was the customary and freasured atmosphere in which they lived, They did
so for they knew that silence created a healthy distance from the “noise of the world” and
nourished a rich sensitivity to things of the Spirit. For Paul of the Cross, a2 man of significant

i passionist Rule and Constitutions, #1, 54
12 Cf. Spencer, 4s A Seal Upon Your Heart, p. 25

17




r
¢

mterpersonal abilities, silence was in the service of the reiahonshlp of his hfc, that with his
beloved Crucified Lord. :

THE WORLD OF THE 2" CENTURY stands in great need of solitude. The demands,
challenges and tensions of daily living are able o frazzle the stoutest of human spirits. The very
wonder of contemporary life, that. powerfil cocoon of electroriic communications technologies
which - envelops --humankind, sometimes . overwhahns himan hearts and leads to inner
fragmentation and alfehation from self, others and God. Sensitivity to the sbtle voice within is
dulled and the ab;hty to notice the gentla promptlngs of God’s spmt lost.

PASSIONIST RETREATS INVITE RETREATANTS to enteran atmosphere of silencé and qmet
This atmosphere is a vital element of the retreaf experience. Silence creates an environment that
is restful and provides a context within which retreatants can be relieved of the physical and
emotional stresses that aceumulate so easily. In sﬂence, retreatants ate enabled to pay attention
o 1 to themselves; the noisy and deadening dmtractlons of modem
| SILE.NCE MAKING ! culfure are removed. In silence, retreatants can encounter their
{ ROOM FOR THE WORD i own deeper sélves and hear the voice of their own inner spirit.
And in: qluet and silenge; retreatants can become open, disposed, prepared to hear the Lord who
dﬁsues**always to. spea}c the Word of Llfe and Love to htuman hearts.

"“«- .,

. TH£ PRIVACY 01-' A RETREAT i8, ilself, a precious gift. More, it is the supportive matrix
. jfor~a hsalmg and: cahﬁmg solitude; Moving beyond the anxiety that: aloneness always surfaces,

“ fetreatants are drawn’ mto the embrace of God’s loving presence. Here, as have great saints and
- everyday seekers of alI ages they hear the “still, small vcuce” that speaks of life, of hope and of
'.love e
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Vill. RETREAT FOUNDATIONS:
THE GIFT OF PRAYER

£ MONG THE CHERISHED MEMOR!ES OF JESUS held by the Gospels is that of him at
' praycr St. Luke recalls that “he would retire to deserted places to pray” (5:12). He is

found often in public places of prayer — the Temple and the synagogues of his land, His public
work begiznis with forty days of prayer atid fastmg in the desert, He spends “the night in prayer to.
God” {Lk. 5:16) before-naming his Twelve Apostles.- His Last Supper is a profound, extensive

| YLORD, TEACH U§ 1 mormeént of prayer and instruction. His Passion begins, as the

; ' TO PR »&V" evangelists recall, with agonizing prayer in the Garden of

it Gethsemane. His disciples begged him, “Lord, teach us to pray” (Lk.
11:1). He responded Wlth the beautifil prayer we now call the “Otir- Father” and tanght his
followers to enter the hallowed Jove rélationship he and the Father shared His program for
prayer called for simplicity, sincerity of heart and trust,

"IN ST, PAUL OF THE CROSS, Passionists have a spiritual guide whose own prayer

axpenence zs a mm‘or lmage of Gospel teaching.. ‘Paul Daneo’s forty day Castellazzo retreat

PRAYER .&ND UHION plunged him info'the depths of the Father’s love. Students of

WSTH GOD re]:glous cxpenence recognize. hinvas one of the great mystics of
- worrd the Church, a pefson who experienced union-with God in an
exceptxonal manner, HlS oonwctlon of the importanice of prayer and his own experiences of it
. . made;] him a capable and perceptlve spmtual diréctor or gnide for many others,. His ~
_ con'espondence is filled with concern for the quahty of personal prayer and ]aden w1th directions

and hints on how to pray more deeply and morg:; effectlvely

) PAUL 0!‘-’ THE CROSS SO VALUED PRAYER and its
pbwer that he‘made it a foundation ‘stone of his new
+Passionist Congregatmn The residencés of the

Congregation-were to.be __s,chools of p.rayer”w' where the

members would devote themselves to the spiritual quest.

. The very heart of Passionist prayer, Panl of the Cross

N taught his followers, was a contiral remembrance of and
|- :reflection upon the mystery of Jesus’ Passion. This

prayerful remembrance was a sure pathway to the

discovery of the depth of God’s love and compassion,

.........................................................................

PRAYER AND THE to pray about the Passion so that they, too, would encounter the
p ASS}ON 0;; IESUS i great and good God. He often preached publicly about prayer
i ¢ and made the teaching of prayer, especially focused on the
Passmn one of the pnnmpal objectives of his new Congregation.

Bre#7 .
MRC#4, 66
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PASSIONIST RETREATS KEEP ALIVE the tich spmtual hentage of Paul of the Cross, Inan
atrnosphere conducive to prayer, retreatants participate in various styles and kinds of prayer .
expenences. Formal retreat reflection offers guidance and encouragement in the practice of
£ e bbb , plﬂyel' aﬂd mﬂdltatlon. ThlS reﬂecuon aGknOWIedges the
: STRENGTHEN‘NG THE | i significant challenge daﬂy life can pose-in the search for a deep
i COMMITMENT Tﬂ ]er of prayer. . The very busyness of life, .the multiplicity of
i demands-faced by retreatants and the enormous distractive power
of modern. culture are reaI threats to authentic prayer. Retreats reinforce the critical belief that
effective Christian life is not possible withotit a commitmeént to prayer for it'is only in prayer that
Christians can renew and deepen their personai relationship with Jesus Chnst Retreat
experiences teach modem disciples how to pray and how to persevere in prayer so that J esus and
his power may be personally real. Ina specml manner, Passionist retreats lift up the image of
Jesus Crucified and testify to the hope dnd joy to be found in the depths of God’s love.
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IX. RETREAT FOUNDATIONS:
THE HEART IS JESUS CRUCIFIED

A DISTINCTIVE CRUCIFIX HANGS IN.THE CHAPEL of each Holy Cross Province retreat
center. The reproduction of a crucifix first fashioned in Limpias, Spain, this
representation of the crucified Jesus bears no chest wound for his is portrayed alive on the Cross.
ro—— PAUL """"""""""""""" Eyes open apd raised to the heavens, his neck arched in pain, his’
i “OF THE CROSS" face etched in agony, longing, surrender and love — the artist has
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ‘sought to.captie Jesus at the very moment of redemption’s
chmax Alive, he suffers and offers himself in love for all given him by. the Father ~ and for
each retreatant who kneels bclow a:nd gazes into HJS open ‘eyes.

FOR’ ST PAUL.OF THE CROSS: *the Passion of Christ is the
greatest dnd most overwhelming work. of God’s'love.”"> He bore
the title *‘of the Cross”: becausa the keystone of ‘his personal
spirituality was an unwavering “gaze- directed- toward , J esus,
Crucified. He named' his new religions” ccmmumty “The
Congregation of the Pasgsion™ and focused 'its., mission in the
fulfillment of a fourth religions vow —.the proclamauon of thc \

............................................................... § memory_ Of the P35310n Of Chr_lst Hl _‘ Y
ggv‘fgg' lg}? ggg r the Passion he. dlsc_overed the..
............................................................ i inexhaustible” | richness of - . Godisg
mcomprehcnmbie love and. comipassion. . Spendmg his__ewn, hfe_
drinking from this rich.source, he never tired of encbu:ragmg others
to trust in the power-of .the Lord’s Cross - regardlesy of  the -
seeniingly dire cncumstances of their.lives. - For Paul, the Pasmon .
of Christ “reveals the power of God whlch penetrates the world
destroying the power of evil artd: bmldmg the ngdom of God nle

‘ PASSIONIST RETREATS CQNTINUE TO PROCLAIM “tha Word of the Cross.” Sermons
formally address the suffering of Jesus'in ifs hlstoucal and contemporary dimensions; allusions -
and references to the Lord’s humamty, weakness and vu]nerabﬂlty are sprinkled throughout
, other- preachmg, the fiiystery of God as the Holy, Compassionate
One:is the: wellspnng for preachmg, prayer and personal
4 interaction; reteatants seeking 1o distance themselves from the
gnp of ev1] are embraced with evangehcal love and encouraged to walk in trth and grace; those
bearing burdens of suffering and distress are met with tenderness-and compassion. The gifts of
the Passion help retreat staff and retreatants face the complex dilemmas and challenges of life ~
for the Passion teaches disciples to not run away from pain and discomfort, The' diaturbing and -
puzzling -experiences, of life are viewed in the clarifying lens of the Passion so that justice and
injustice may be distinguished,. that truth and sham may be revealed, and that holy, responsible
and integral living might be fostered.

P 'PROCLAIMING THE -
| COMPASSIONATE ONE

% 1 etters of St..Pau] of the Cross. .Cited in #1 of Rule and Constitutions,
6 Rule and Constitutions, #5
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PAUL OF THE CROSS SOUGHT ONLY “to be on the Cross with Jesus.” I this he resounded
the passion spmtuahty of the Apostle Paul who wanted only “to know him and the power of his
. " reswrection and the sharing of his sufferings by being
“CONFORMED TO HIS conformed to his death” (Phil. 3:12). Passionists claiin this
DEATH“ ) courageous stance of faith as their own and'strive 1o foster
- " the same among their rétreatants.” They chart this course in
the firm conv1ct10n that the Passion of Christ is the very source cf the “power of God and the
. wisdom of God.” (1 Cor. 1: 25) L o _ Coe

serapsnngsntan
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| THE MINISTRY TAKES'ROOT
AND GROWS -

-small groups. or individuals.. only, and

X. RETREAT FOUNDATIONS:
"~ A FOCUS ON LAITY

AUL OF THE CROSS BEGAN HIS LIFE'S WORK IN 1720 and he did so as a layperson.

His foundational retreat in November of that yedr, his writing of the first Passionist -
rule, his deepest mystical éxperiences-and-the clarification of his focus upon the Passion of Jesus
all occurred prior to his ordination as-a priest in 1727, And while he would becomé familiar with'
the intricacies of Vatican offices, become the friend of bishops and serve as the personal
confessor of Popes, Paul of the Cross never lost 51ght of his ftmdamenta] mm]stenal objectwe -
scrvlcc to the ]alty of the Church g S

PAUL'S iMMEDiATE WORRY was for the vast throngs of 180 century Ttalian Christians who,
for many reasons, had.little effective contact with or were alienated from their religion. -His
hfelong minisfry sought 0 anneunce the Wondrous message of Crucified Love to all those too
often ignared, forgotten or poorly served by the Church of -
his tire. . Many of these were ill served becanse they were,
poor or Ilved in remote, unhealthy regions; he “saw the name of Jesus written on the foreheads”
of. these poor ones. 7" His religious- community would never open schools or universities,
hospitals or other care facilities. - In.the p]:eachmg of popular missions and by conducting

’ S'EEKJNG OUT THE LOST

..........................................................................................

. spirifual exercises, Passionists would center théir ministries on the faith needs of adult Christian -

Ialty

PAUL'S DESIRE TO CREATE RETREAT OPPORTUNITIES for lalt_y, along Wlth cler; §y and

.religious, may be somrewhat unique for the ‘hiérarchically .céntered Church' of his day.! )
outreach was no' accident — he speclﬁcally encouraged groups of laity to gather: together for
. «fetreats, and he regularly served:as difector and retreat master for individual - lay Christians

g "seeking to deepen . their, spiritual lives. This original -
concern f th Founder was nevar abandoned though .

......................

Totreats were. normaily ‘given for very

within the "confines of the monastic-
residences. When new opportunities
presented themselves, -however, ; Paul’
Daneo’s foresight would flourish as
American  Passionists  assuined :.a
leadership position in the development of.
the lay retreat fhinistry.

" Rule and C‘onstitutioﬁs, #71.
'8 Cf. Yiuhaus, Compelled, p. 2971t
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CONTEMPORARY RETREAT PARTICIPANTS are, by and large,lay persons who participafe in
weekends reserved for groipings of either men or women, 9 Retreat themes and experiences are
; : . directed to the needs and concerns of lay life; family,

PRESE NTING THE GOSPE‘- | relationships, employment, personal matters, existence in a
_________ FOR EVERYDAY"&'V‘N G -} secular, pluralistic world, participation in chuych life and

rmmstry are common themes. Retreats seek fo help participants develop and maintain sensitivity
to the presence and action of the. Lord inthe nndst of the dally, lay world, :

. THE FIRST. BENEF]CIAR!ES OF PAS‘SION!ST RI.'TREAT MINIS’FRY are adult Cathohcs,
espec1ally in the organized weekend refreat programs.: Passionist centers seek to fashion an adult
spiritual awareness congruent with the needs and desires of adult disciples. ‘This approach

™ respects the maturity and competency of adult believers,
Fosgi%h:guiﬁﬁypwﬂ' ) encourages continved understanding of faith, and stimulates
Hevsenrisesines i ongoing enrichment of spmtuahty which meets the joys,
ohallenges responsibilities and heartaches of adult life. This focus is'hot an exclusive one,
however. . Holy Cross Province retreat centers also host 4 variety of youth retreats in which
young men and women and their adult relatives are welcome to participate. Additionally, each
center. also engages in other Immstnes that support those who are takmg early steps in
dlsc1p1esh1p

9 Sex-segregated retreats reflect historical beginnings; only after Vatican Council If was it possible for male
religious commuuities to host women’s retreats.
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X1. RETREAT FOUNDATIONS:
THE GROUP RETREAT

THE'VERY FIRST MINISTRY- OF PASSIONIST FOUNDER, PAUL OF THE CROSS, was
dirccted o the needs of groups. "His work as & lay catechist gave him the opportunity
to preach and counsel the groups of laity hungry for a-better understanding of their faith. As
Paul worked to establish his new congregation and tailor its ministerfal expressions, he always
.......................................................................... ‘? appreclated T.he Speclal dynalnlcs Ofmlmsh‘y tO goups Whlle
A PREFERRED CONTEXT i the residences of'the new community-were always open to
S — e individuals ‘who sought solitude and direction in prayer, Paul’s
preference was for g:roups Mimst;y to-a-group’created a better context for preaching, offered
the g1f£ of mutual support, az;d testlﬁed best’ to the communa] nature of Chnstlan discipleship.

THE RE’AL!ZATION OF THE PAULACRUCIAN DRE’AM FOR GROUP RETREATS found its first
realization in the early years of the 20" century.. As the lay refreat movement began, the active
r e “! involvement of Jaity was crucial to the successful dev\elopment
; A NE%}({) ﬁ:ﬁgﬁ: JON ! of this'new formof ministry. Lay promoters or “captains”
e sestee s e i } accepted responsibility to organize retreat groups in the parish of
: __adiocese or regiof; they would accept this as
Bl an ongoing challenge, for it was always
}- intended that the new- groups should have as
- their goal the making of an anhual reireat. As
the retreat movement.flourished, organization
became formalized - soms centers evolved
regional clugters of parishes whose captains
were overseen by a lay “vice-president” while
the entire organization was headed by a lay
Rctreat League President. In similar fashion,
lay retreat participants were called upon to
assist in the work- of raising funds to construct
the new and substantial facilitics needed to
accommodate burgeomng crowds of retreatants,

-----------------

These structures of mlmstry retain their vitality and necessity today. What is now named as peer -

ministry was, and remains, one of the keys to the success of the lay retreat movement.

THE CREATION OF RETREAT GROUPS drawn from area parishes or. Catholic fraternal
societies pomts to a significant dimension of'the retreat experience. Since most retreatants attend
in the company of friends, family, nelghbors, fellow parishioners or society members, their
{..........'.: expgnence ]S, at ]east n part a GommuHal ene. Most weekend
! A COMMUNAL RETREAT | retreats are fi lled with the members of one to severa) parishes or
: E’f. PER'EN CE .................... -groups all sharing the same date and participating in the same

progra;m The retreat exeroises are conducted in common and a spirit of group cohesion grows. .
‘While silence and personal sohtudc are key to the retreat experience, there are also opportunities

B ¢ Zaffolli, History of the Passioniss, p. 435
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for the sharing and relatlonsmp bmldmg which enhanoe the communal ditnension. The
communal cxpenence is a powerful benefit; a refreat group réturning to its home parish camies a
deepened sense of solidarity and takes that spirit of united cooperation as a gift to the rest of the
parish. And, the fostering of personal relatlonshxps among retreatants provides them with new
sources of gospal fellowshlp that are avallablc on a dally basis beyond the retreat weekend

THE REGIONAL OR: DIOCESAN FOCUS’ of Tetréat organization ymlds a further rich benefit.
Becanse the local retreat movements or league are comprised of groups from many panshes the
full scope of retreat ministry represénts an organized cutreach by Passionists to the! local church
of a region or diocesé.. Bishops and pastors are appreclatlve of this rAinistry and are typically
enthusiastic for the development of retreat mmistry in theit region or parish. Retreatants are
highly motivated Christians willing to participate in parish activities and supportive of the
development of church life.. Metaphorically, the development and operation of a local retreat
movement is akin to a preached refreat conducted for an entire reglonal chm'ch on an extended
basis.
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.  XiJ. RETREAT FOUNDATIONS:
THE PREACHED WORD

“Ler not any member... who has been chose to preach the Word of God, be allowed to
make use in his sermons of 56 lofly and eleganr a Stj)le as to become obscure and not easily
understood by the common people w2l : .

AUL DANEO'S EXPRESSED CONCERR with the excesses of Baroque era sermons
points to- his fundamental conviction that éffective preaching should-follow the
sxmp]e, direct style’ of Jé csus himself. ‘In éveryday ]anguage and thh common metaphor, J esus

....................................................................................

WITH PDWER, CQNVJCTION ! God’s Re1gn The Master’s preachmg drew upon the

AND ENT}!US] ASH i richness of flie Jewish heritage and addressed itself to the

T —— it great religious debates of his own time. No stranger to
controversy, Jesus Spoke with power, conviction and personal enthusiasm of God’s promise and
challenge within the context of the 1 century world ef his Incarnation. Message for thie ages
that it was, his words were tailored to the coriceptions, controversies, yeammgs and cultural

atmosphere of hzs own human contomporanes :

_ UKE JESUS WHO DREW GREAT CROWDS to
hear fnis message, Paul of the Cross was a noted
:.‘popuﬂar preacher able " to - hold large - crowds:‘

'-‘ G e s s : Spe]ibound
3 wmmm INTELLIGENT. | 10" broke - open_

DYNAMIC

.....................................................................................

-mystery of Divine compassion, Though populai‘ hxs' B
preaching was not s:mphstw Laced with, Scnpturar'
. reference and rooted in an appreciation. of
Gospels, Paul of the Cross. was an. informied;:
intelligent and thoughtful communicater. - And he: - 5
was dynamic. Personally immersed in the depths of ther,mystery of God hlS ‘preaohmg was
energized by and bore thness to his profound love for Jesus Crueified.

CDNTEMPORARY PASSIONISTS. 700, CA‘RRY AN ENVIABLE REPUTATION as glﬁed
preachers Known for their “coramon touch the Passionist evangelist continues the effort of
grr s ——— " makmg God’s Word come alive for their eontemporaries.
. MAK’NG QODTS .1 Passionists willingly commit themselves to continued study,
WORDCOMEA“VE' reflection aud prayer in the conviction that effective and responsible
preachmg is nourished by continued intellectnal, cultural and spiritual development.. And -
Passionists seek ta speak: from their own dopths knowmg that personal testimony and exarmple

have a unique power to make the message alive a:ud a’rtractWe

2 Ruleof 1775, p. 58; R& C
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THE "COMMON TOUCH" REPUTATION OF PASSIONIST PREACHERS i a uniqiie compliment,
for it honors a particular ability t6 make the Gospel alive and real for contemporary listeners.
Passionists are highty educated men who grasp well the sometimes subtle complexities of
Scripture, theolo gy and modem culture The-“gefiius” of Passionist preachmg, hewever, is found
T s g e ll'l an abxllty to mterpl‘et great t['llthS in a manner

- ILLUSTRATION, METAPHGR" ; gomprehensible for ordinary Chnshan Hsteners., Adept
p HUMOR, STORY, - at the use of 111ustrat10n, metaphor, humor, stoxy,
v L ERSONAL WITNESS i personal witness and other homiletic skills, Passjonist

preachers enable the listéner to relate those graat trirths to his or her lived situation. Passionist
preaching combines faithfulness to the expenences of past generatmns with setisitivity to new
challenges and oppothmities, In their n:mj.lstry, the rich and creative dynamism of God’s Word is
set free to be an effective source of graée in the very heart of contemporary life.

AS A RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY that has always held the preached Word in special esteem,
contemporary Passionists share a unique ethos. Pasgionist preachers call npon the richness of
their own “culture.” Stories abonnd of faimous preachers, memories are retained of various
oratorical styles, conversation about preachmg laces daily life, debate about homiletic
approaches stimulates continued development and refinement.. Passionists look upon effective

preaching as a great professional and personal responsiblhty, one they hold to be a sacred
ob11 gatxon. )
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XN, RETREAT FOUNDATIONS:
SPIRITUAL GUIDANCE

) sr PAUL OF THE CROSS was an mdefatlgable letter writer, lemg long before the erg
of cell phones and email, Paul Daneo mamtamed extensive correspondence w1th a

...............................................................

EXTENSIVE LETTERS | | own personallty, hlS interosts and concerns, and his approach to
: OF SPIRITUAL ; stmal living.. Often a leftér carries specnﬁc guidance to men and
i DIRECTION " women who had placed their own spiritual development in his
...‘...............................‘.................................! c,are Malntalnmg re]atlonshlp wlth them by ma]l and an
occasmna] visit, Paul of the Cross shared from the well of his own tich spiritual life. He was a -
WISC, cornpassmnatc and hopefuI gulde for others who sought to despen the1r own falth and love.

N GUJD]NG OTHERS QH THEIR JOURNIEYS OF FAITH, Paul of thc Cross practiced an
ancient and revered ‘Christian ministry. Spmtual direction, as a particular service, mirrors those
private conversations bctween Jesus and the first disciples when he opened for them the decper S
nature of life in the K.mgdom The unfolding of Paul the Apostle s conversion points again o
the need of disciples for help ﬁom more experienced followers.”> The Fathers of thie Desert,

:::::::::

| THE LONG TRADITION OF | 8reat spirifual figures

| - SPIRITUAL DIRECTION . "of the early church,
L rere s s versasessses e e ameparas et s beespa bR e e APRR SR SeRRS AR SRR . were revered for their

-wisdom and sought out by many for advice, In successive
£ras of Christian life, some men and women Would always -
serve as guides for others in the spiritual quest.”

PAUL OF THE CROSS NEVER ELABORATED A
SPIRITUAL DOCTRINE or system. of thonght® He never
published a formula or program'to. achieve Spiritual progiess.
He reflects the starkness and s1mphclty of the Gospel -
“reform your hfe and believe in the Gospel.” And he raises

...........................................................................................

PLACING ALL AT THE FOOT | % again the central

OF THE CROSS Gosgel theme of
e snremt s e e et s s b AR R e .God’s mysterious

compassmn and love. For Paul of the CI’OSS, the only real
answer is the Passion of Jesus. All prob]ems find -their
solution in the Jove of God found through union with Jesus -
Crucified. His advice for growth in prayer is refreshing in its simplicity — abandon all to the
mercy of God, throw all worries and preoccupatlons at the foot of the Cross, let all be consumed
in the Abyss of Infinite Love.

2 Cf, Mt. 13:36fF, for example.

B Cf Acts 9,
gt Francis de Sales, St. Theresa of Avila, St. John of the Cross, The Cure of Ars, Thomas Merton, Henri Nouwen,

etc...
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PASSIONIST RETREATS ARE OCCASIONS to continue the Paulacrucian ministry of spinitual
guidance or direction. The personal visits with & staff member that many refreatants seek helps
the individual match the invitation of God fo his or her own unique circumstances. Discernment

L GROWJNGINTHEUKENESS """ about a decision to be madsé, wrestling with a personal
; OF CHRIS’I" :'ESUS - matter or “family concern, seecking clarification gbout a
N - ..i doubt or hesitancy, learning néw ways-to pray —these only
begin to describe the range of issues surfaced in splntual direction.. Sometimes the celebration of
the Sacrament of Reconciliation becomes the occasion for such conversation. Those occasions
underline the most basic focus of all Spmtual dlrectmn, that of contmmng conversion and

growmg confonmty to the person of Jesus.

CHRIST 1ANS AND OTHER SP!R!TUAL SEEKERS LOOK TO PASSIONIST retreat centers as
places where spititual gu1dance can be found. Center staff members often offer guidance beyond
the brief v131ts possible during retreat programs and welcome those who drop in for a word of
--------- -, coungel or advice. Centers host and sponsor programs on
TOUCHING THE i spiritual development and prayer. .Days of prayer, personal
TRANSCENDENT | retreat days, directed retreat experiences conducted by staff

S—— :...i members all further expand the Passionist n:umstry of spiritual
guidance. In a restless, searchlng world, Passionist retreat faclhnes are a unique resource
_responding to the degp yeaiming of the human spirit. for contact and union with the transcendent,

starerecraeyrenseary
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XIV. RETREAT FOUNDATIONS:
COMMUNITY ~ BASED MINISTRY

ESUS CALLED HIS CONTEMPORARIES TO JOIN HIM as members of a group of disciples
(k. 5:1- 1]) sent others ahead in paus to annourice his coming (Lk. 10: 1) and prayed
- HRISTI AN TRADITION | oarly Church valued this oneness (Aets 2:42ff) and practlcod it
: i in mission (Cf, Acts 13, Paul and Barnabas; Acts 16, Panl and
: Timothy). A for the Christians, so too was shared membership .
in the one Body of Christ and ministerial collaboration of critigal importance for Paul of the
Cross and his first: compamo:ns Living togothor as evangelical witnesses, the first Passionists
themselves went forth in pairs to procla:lm the Gospel of the Passxon

...........................................................................

MIN'!STRY WHICH FLOWS FROM THE EX'PERIENCE of a ministering community is an
important dimension for Passionist retreat centers today Initially, lay retreats.were conducted
within the very facilities of Passionist “monasnc” residences. And, from the. ouiset various
forms of joint or teamed mrmstry set the tone for the conduct of ;tetreat programs. Up to the time

............................................................................

...........................................................................

enhaticed by lay secretanal and mamtenanoe staff At severaI centers women rehglous became
respohsible for food service,. In the sarg érathe preached weekend retreats became the mlmstry
ofa “‘preachmg” team rather than ono pnest asmgned to conduct all reh‘oat semces '

THE POST'CONC!L!AR EfRA WITNESSED AF CONSISTENT_. ND STEADY iHﬂRE’ASE of lay
pastoxa] and- adnifinistrative mvolvament Fromi: 1ts very mcophon,rlalty had taken a critical role *
in buﬂdmg retréat ‘ministry th:rough their congtant work:of recruitinent or promotlon ag retreat ’
captams or coordmators Now w1th “Vatican: Councﬂ . poworﬁll validation of lgy- Christian

G‘ROWIN G €0 L!.ABOR ATIUN ; hfe the- oreatlon of Lay GoVermng and Lay Advmory
ARG .-} -Boards and miany. other copmitte

lay business admlmstrators and the addition of Tay A
members fo ' ministry - téams mtenmﬁed and
expanded the earliest trends. of Jay Gollaboration,,
Today vowed. Passionists Thinister-as mombors
mixed ‘teams side-by-side with pormanont
deacons, lay - women -and men ~and - women
religious. “And  Passionists” overses - the
administrative concerns of . their " centers. n
cooperation with largely- lay staff. Thesé’ persons‘
" are all understood to be important members ofthe
retreat center “team” whose contnbutlons - 878 '

integral to the retreat experience. Importantly, all team mémbers, whether Passionist or not, see
themselves as members of.a collaborative ministry and beheve their shared service brings greater
good to'retreatants than any 1ndmdual work.
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THIS TEAM OF COLLABORATIVE MET HODOLOGY pomts fo the essennal rélational

THE GIFTS DF E ACH love that bmds the Divine Tnmty as one, Christians seek to
IN THE SI:'RVICE OF ALL serve otie another in an atmosphere of acceptance and
L tolerance. Disciples of the one Loxd, Christians-seek fo value
the rich diversity. of sklll and insight they possess as a ‘corporate possession aud hope fo find
ways of placing the gifts of each at the service of all. Christians believe that the Gospel of Peace
‘is a cure for the divisiveness and violence that plagues modern life. Team mlmstry and
admmlstrahon w1tnesses to the unitive power of the Gospel
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XV RETREAT FOUNDATIONS
- HOSP]TALITY |

¢¢ ' TS GOOD 70, BE BACK HOME AGAINI" “Thank you for makmg us feel so . .
welcome!” “Your. hosplfahty 1§ outsta:ndmgf” Comments such as these, which
reflect the feelings of-retreatants, show an appreciation for Pagsionist concern to create an
atmosphere of hOSpltallty This effm:t 18: 1mportant and consclously taken forstaff members
WELCOME' word and warm smile help put an anxious, fearful refreatant at ease. .
Bremssesesgrsseeprassssagpcesese i Personal interest-insmall thmgs eneourages retreatants to trust and willingly
open up the burdens of their heartg., For Pass;omst retreat center staff, exercising hospltallty 18 an-
mtegraI component of retreat center mlmstry

JESUS' REPUTATION AMONG Hls -
CONTEMPORARIES was that of one who. ate with [
tax collectors and sinters and- those outside the
Jaw (Lk. 7:34). His pract:ce of table fellowship. |§

| ..THE PRACTICAL FACE with the abandoned

and despised,
! ........... QFCOMPASS'ON profound symbol )

of aécepta.nce in his culture, communicated the
radiddl nature of the love he sought to unfold (vt
9: 1059 He -spoke of God’s' reign as.a grand '
banq;ﬂ;et feast, depicting the Father as the great
host: gladly welcoming: alt wﬂlmg to -opén. their -
hearfs[ to this new. love. (Mt 8:11)... Time and':’
agam, the gOSpels place God’s compassmn in new and starﬂmg ways Near the end of his own
life, While seated at the table with his dxsczples, J esus would startle them once mote by engaging
in a slave’s work ~ washmg the feet;of his-owh disciples (In. 13ff) Haospitality, the practical
face of compassmn is a key to graspmg ,thg nature of Jesus own zmssmn ' '
THE PASSIONJST COMMITMENT 70 HOSPITALITY is also an eXpressmn of commumty
living. In founding a new refigious com:humty, ‘Payl of: the Cross desired that his companions
would live likethe first aposﬂes He wanted Passwmsts to recall the lovmg and sacrificial
re ey serwce that Jesus urged upon the first dzsc1ples Paul Daneo’s last
! g;g;’ﬁr ﬂ_j’,‘}gﬁ‘ , WDI’dS spoken omhis deathbed; invited his-followers to remember
| ARE MY DISCIPLES..” P the Lord’s word, “By this:will all know that you are my disciples,
----------------- "t that you love one another™(Jn,"13:35), It is.the love of Christ
himself that enables Passionists, of dlverse and sometjmes. dlvergent personalxtles to Hve like-
brothers.. That same love impels them to exterid gracmus acceptmg hospltahty to those who turn
to them for guidance. -

FP——

¥ of Rule & Constitutions, #25, 178.
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PASSIONISTS WANT THEIR RETREAT CENTERS to be characterized by a sense of warm
welcome and open-hearted acceptance for'all who come. ‘Many retreatants come to think of the
centers as their “homes.” Gracious and warm hospitality conveys God’s love and images the
Jesus who so offen sat at table with friends and those in great need, A sense of welcome puts
retreatants at ease and holps thém to open their hvos more doeply to the call and love of Chnst

PASS!ON#ST RETREAT CENTERS EXTEND THE HOSP!TAIJTY OF JESUS by oponmg thei'.l‘ .
doors 10 groups in need of gathering space, Characteristically,’ Pa351omst centers host meetings
of Alcoholics Anonymous, Al-Anon, and other spiritually-based recovery groups.. Bach center
also makes its facilities available, as it is abla, to the needs’ of the 10cai church and the broader
'rehgious and civic comnmmty ‘ S

THE WIDE DIVERSITY OF GROUPS THAT FIND A "HOME" at Passionist retreat centers
testifies to the grace-laden power of hospitality. At its heart, Passionist hospitality is rooted in an
L apprematlon ofthe Passmn J esys.died “to-gather into one all the scattered children of God” (Jn.

“1edly 52), and "tore down the wall of separation” (Bph, 2:14). In

1 Y uﬂﬁxfcmf ng ﬁg C?IIN “1: -renoejibering the Passion of Christ, Passionists open their

A P CHRIST JESUS... s 5 ‘hearts'and facilifies to all as a practical expression of the all-
g i ord embracmg Tove that flows fiom the Crucified One. Following

g Hlm who. gavo his hfo for. all, oomnnts Passionists to welcome-all who seek them out that they

mlght ﬁnd membe hip:in thapne_ famlly of God.

34




" XVI. RETREAT FOUNDATIONS:
" ENVIRONMENT

4 CTHE HOUSES FOR RELIGIOUS RKTREAT shall be founded in retired places, in the

most convenient and best manner possible, »26 Written- by Paul of the Cross, this

directive of the 1775 Rule is a reminder that his mysticism was integral and holistic. For Paul
Daneo, the world of the material and sensual was important and played a necessary role in
spiritual development. His concern for_ the ‘suitable. location of community residences, for

instance, underscored hlS conviction that solitude formed a ﬁe*ﬂﬂ*ﬂfﬁ;ﬁ:ﬁ;gggggom Monte prgomtri,
vital supportwe ﬁamework for prayer and contemplation. ,
e : His very ﬁFSt house, the'

“OUT OF ZION, THE * | Retreat. - of . the

{  PERFECTION OF BEAUW i Presentatlon © was

............ _GOD SHINES FORTH."" - | pliced - “on.Monte

Argentano ~ g small island close by Italy’s Adriatic coast,
This " island, a traditional haunt' of harrmts, featured
wondrous solitude, .stunning vistas -of land-and ‘sea, and
sufficient proximity to the necessary resourges of devcloped
soclety S . Co :

N THE EARLY VERSIDNS OF THE PASSIONIST RULE’ and in hIS vast correspondence Paul
of tlrre Crass shows 4 concem for envm)nment and thc physical details of life that might help or -

POPTHR

“THE' WORD WAS MADE’ FLESH ; t_under spmtual growth, The various Rufes detail how
AND DWELT AMONG-US. -§ community mémbers are to spend their time, together and
i alone; what they are to eat-(Paul is ever concerned for a

dlct s;gfﬁclcnt to meet the demands of prayer andl ministry, even.when fashng]) how the houses
are toi’be farnished; what the mermbers should wear, He often expresses ‘¢oncern for health,
urgin ¢ those he directs to not become 80 “spmtual” that 'they neglect their basic physical and
emotional needs. In these attifudes Paul shows a wise; Wholesome approach to life and faith,

' Fundamentally, he expresses his deep belief ifi the mystery of the Inoamatlon God’s coming in

the flesh and person of Jesus: Chnst

PAUL DANEO'S CONCERN FOR KNV]RONMENT rests upon that bedrock of Christian faith —
the mystery of the Incamation. Jesus’ own persona], human existence and experience becomes
the very bearer of God’s presence. Forming his disciples, the Lord demonstrated practical
- ,§ concern for their daily needs and the ranner of their ministry in
JUST AS YOU DID ITTO | { his name, Proc‘lanm%;g the message of Go_d's oon:ong Reign, he

i often used examples'and metaphors for spiritual life drawn
ONE OF THE LEAST, i I _
. YOU DID IT TO ME.” . from the natural.-world' surroundmg him. His great deeds
i i Bddressed themselves tothe real physical needs of his
contemporanes — for heahn g, for food, for help — as well as to their deep Splntual hunger, And,
as the gospels so poignantly remind us, he was the rec1p16nt of physical care in life (Lk, 8:1-3)

and in death (Lk. 23:50-56).

TRULY I DID TELL YOU.

i
i

% Rule of 1775, Ch. II; in R & C.
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ENVIRONMENT PLAYS AN lMPORTAN‘I’ ROLE in the mission of today’s Passmmst refreat
centers. Each Holy Cross Province center is located in a natural setting supportive of a prayerful
atmosphere. Care for grounds and physical facilities is a constant concern— so that refreatants

- may find themselves in surroundings “that deepen the
" AND THE AUTHOR OF  awareness of God’s presence.” Attention to interior,
BEAUTY CREATED THEM. appointments and decorative elements seek to further surround

LA

'an.uu-uu-u-.

retreatants in a physical atmosphere that constantly- speaks of God and. tlungs ‘of the spirit. The
details-of hospitality, housekeeping, diet and schedule make their 1mportant oontnbutlons to the
creation. of a spiritnally focused and nounshmg atmosphere : oo




XVil, RETREAT FOUNDATIONS:
RESPONSIVE TO CONTEMPORARY NEEDS

HE. PASSION OF JESUS WAS for St PauI of the Cross the great mystery of God’s love
.k that continued to. touch human life. In those who suffered he saw the contemporary face
‘of the crugified Jesus.’ Apdstohc 1aborwas, for Paul Daneo a practical manner of
deepemng commumon w1th his belovcd Jedfis Crucn‘jed In‘the'poor villages in the malatial
et e Lt ' MiaTeitna?’ fegion along ltaly’s central Adriatic coast, he
| DISCERNING THE FACE OF “exercised his Tifst significant preaching ministry, Parish
i THE SUFFERING. JESUS '+ missions™ here addressed the religious ticeds of Catholics who
[ Tmmemem———" sl Cgrerd poorly instructed and often neglected by church authorities.
Though the outreach of hig new Congregatlon wonld broaden greaﬂy, Paul of the Cross ever held
these crucified ones ofhis time in special: regard. His ministerial vision was never confined to his
own land; théugh not fulfilled in his-lifetime; he hoped to send missionaries abroad and prayed
fervently for that end. : .

THE DEVELOPMENT OF PASSIDNIST RETREAT MINISTRY repeais “Paul’s concern for
contemporary needs. In two great waves, after World War I and H, American Passionists responded
_ 1o the needs of a rapzdly changmg American Citholic population. ‘The experience of war and the™
gma‘tr spost-war economic -expansions created a Catholic populace that.was more educated and-
,f_.""""'”"“ """""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" { sophisticated, econormically sucgessfil, less anchored to the -
_A %”A%mi % ﬁ‘?ggg{NG _ original immigrant “ghettos,” and less willing to “take Father’s -
5 f g AITH A word for it.” These Catholics were hungry for and in need of a
pmfgml formation that could mateh their rapidly expandlng adult identities. . In retreat experiences
sthey. eould firid a response and new spmtual Tesources to- match the new challenges and complexities-
f hfwn modem socrety :

1‘2.’* .

" “DISCERNING THE srcns OF THE TIMES, the great phrase of Pope John . * , 5
XXIII expresses the Ch.ﬁstxan desire to focus the power of the Gospel on modern 5 o
challenges in an effective and. atiraclive manmer. As one ‘of the foundations of
“sensitive pastoral care, it feminds dlsclples that true.compassion- begins with an -
astute understanding of: eontemporary needs and yearnings. Pastoral alertness is a
ha]lmaﬂc of Pass:onlst retreat centers and retreat programmmg Today, it is hard to 1magme a
S canversatlon about retreat preaching, programming or
i ﬂ JSCERN ING:THE S’GNS ‘ institutional planning not informed by a highly educated cultural
OFTHET'MES sensitivity, Itisclearly represented in the openness Passionists
show towards groups that address major social problems; for example, each Passionist center has
1mportant links with alcoholism/addiction recovery groups. The many efforts at Pasgionist centers to
inorease staff diversity respond to authentic yeamings for inclusivity and gender equality. Passionist
centers seek to adapt their programs to the constantly changing nature of local ecclesial. '
constituehoies. - And Passionist preachmg, always rooted in the Gospel’s annouricement of hope, is
clearly shaped by an understandmg of the-contexts that represent the world in whi ch retreatants

live.

* Maremma is tanslatcd as “marsh.”
8 The “missions” to these towns typically took place in thc opan air of the tovm 8 ccmxal square and embraced the

many pastoral neéds of the people.
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XVHI PASSIONISTS AND: RETREAT CENTER HISTORY

“Our Readers will learn with pleasure that the Passionist Commumzy has been
most successful. They arrived in this country in 1852. - They kave now rear. this’
city [Pittsburgh] one of the neatest and most compleie religious | houses inthe
United States with a church attached which may be truly called o gem.: They -
. receive in iheir house Iaymen and clergymen who wish to retire to make
retreaz‘s. 29

"

Tms‘ STARTLING GLIMPSE OF EARLY AMERICAN PASSIONIST tetreat activity represents
not a new apostolic fnnovation, but cérrespondence with the foundlng vision of St.
Paul of the Cross, From the first, Paul hoped to provide special facilities in which Passionists
could receive and guide clergy and laity who were secking to enter into solitnde to despen their
e REALIZING | own faith through spirifual exercises and retreats. A letter of 1732
THE DREAM speclﬁgglly mentions his dream for the construction of aretreat

1 bouse!”™ While that dream s full reahzahon would walt more that a
century, Passionist mxmstry .always
embraced retreat work .as a ceniral
expression of the Passionist "charism.
And Passionist houses always set some:
rooms aside.for the use of those seeking
spiritual renewal. Paul Daneo’s desire to
teach others to pray and, especially, to
delve info the mystery of Crucified Love
found constant expression, among other
means, through refreat ministry.

BISHOP MICHAEL O’CONNOR. the
Pitisburgh Ordinary ‘responsible for
_bringing Passionists to Awmerica in 1852,
was eager that they conduct refreats as
well as preach parish missions®’ The.
first Passionist retreats held in the United .
States were conducted in a new wing of
the Pittsburgh Monastery in the spring of : L
g s w1856, The retreatants were members of the P1ttsburgh clergy; soon

; BUILDJNG ON = Passignists were condudting clergy retreats across the Midwest. The
i THE STRONG | formal institutional development of retreat ministry would, however,

""" ‘ " be delayed until the following century as the early Passionists focused
their energies and resources on the- tasks of ba31c foundatlon ‘and ’the fraining of Amencan
Passionists.

1

% The Pittsburgh Catholic, V. 17, #10 (May 5, 1860); quoted in Yuhaus, Compelled to Speak, p. 297
*® Gjorgini, History of the Passionists, V. I, Rome: Edizioni BCO, p. 434
* Cf. ‘Yuhaus, Compelled to Speak, p. 285-298, on the development of retreat ministry in America,
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PASSIONIST DEDICATION TO FORMALLY ORGANIZED LAY RETREATS in America dates
from 1911 when the Brighton (Boston) community established a “retreat league.” Records
maintained in the Province’s community residences during the prior half-century indicate that a
steady stream of clergy and laity sought solifude and communion with-God under Passionist
_; """"" ANINNOVATIVE """"" guidance as guests in their houses, Confirming as it did the initial
L RESPONSE - . | vision of Pauil of the Cross; this experience also alerted American
beertecsss syt ! ‘Passionists to adeeper spiritual need — and a new ministerial
opportumty Tbe organization of formalized retreat leagues or movements entailed the
commitment of institutional resources, ap investment that would soon place Passionists in the
forefront of the lay refreat movement set to ﬂowe:r across the United States

- THE FIRST PULSE OF THIS NEW MINISTRY was felt
beyond . Passmmst walls Wnting in Living Stones: .The o
H:tstorY and - Structure . of the Catholic. Spirityal Life in_the
g ————— { United _ States, historian - Joseph
= 'EARLY JESUIT ' Chinnici suggests that the success of
{ INITIATIVE - | the retreat movement was nourished’
by a variety of Catholic social and rehgmus organizations,

dioceses, and religious congregations who believed that the era
»of Catholic laity iad amrived! ‘Tn 1910 Father Terence Shealy,
’S.J., of Fordham University, New York, initiated an anmual
religious experience for men based on the Ignatian Spmtual .
Exercises with the hope that this: would' serve -as. & leaveri of
_renewal for the individual laymen and American culture. To
- fulfill his plan, in 1911 he began ‘Manresa Retreat House on
:_‘_Staten Island New York.

%
i

it
= .

. iMMEDMTELY. THE PASSIONIST CONGREGA‘HON SAW THE POSS!BILITIES In late fall
1911 they began a similar Laymen’s Retreat Movement at St. Gabriel’s Monastery, Brighton,
Massachusetts. The success of this venture Tet to the establishment of other Passionist retreat
programs in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvama (1920):West Springfield, Massachusstts {(1925); Jamaica,
‘ : i New Yoik (1924); West Hartford, Connecticut (1951);
, ;_ P‘t}ff]s?.";i{,fzggg’:’z %i’g%m North Palm Beach, Florida (1961); Riverdale, New York
g i PROVINCE US.A. _ L. (1965); Port Burwell, Canada (1965); Shrewsbury,
i ’ . é Massachueetts (1 965) ‘and Baltimore, Mary}and (1966).

...................................

provide a retreat experience for teenagers and young adults in the greater New York City area,
Programs in Scranton; Pennsylvania and Dunkirk, New York were short-lived. On the other
hand, the efforts-of:St. Paul of the Cross Province to establish a spiritual center in ‘the Philippines
. (1966 and a retreat center in Jamaica, West Indies (1973) have proved to be successful,

' Noteworthy, of course, hias. been the retret ministry in the Umted States conducted by the
Passionist Slsters and the Slsters of'the Cross and Passion.

% The following paragraphs fracing the rise of retreat center ministry in St. Paul of the Cross Provmce are the work
of Fr. Rob Carbonneau, C.P,, Archivist of that Provmce
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XIX. RETREAT M:msmv IN HOLY CROSS ,PRovﬁ'Nc;: -

HE STEADY GROWTH OF THE AMERICAN PASSIONIST PRESENCE from its 1852

begmnmg led to a moment of significant reorganization in 1906. In that year Holy
Cross Province (the Westem Province) was founded and made responsible for further growth in
all regions west of Pittsburgh. - This new province, located in the Midwestern cities of Cincinnati,
Louisville, Cl:ucago, Saint Louis, and Saint Paul, Kansas, devoted its éarly attention to-vocation
recruitment and formation. By 1923, it was in a position to creata a Cailforma outpost 1n Sietra
Madre and mmedxately began retreat Immstry : . S

FURTHER COMMITMENTS TO RETREAT MINISTRY did not matenahze as Amenca and its
Passionists struggled with the economic devastation of the 1930’s and the grave chalienge of
World War IL" By war’s end the United States, victorious in war and economically transformed,
entered an era of unprecedented development. The GI Bill of Rights, which made higher -
education broadly accessible for the first time in American history, transformed. sociat tifs.

‘Fueled by the postwar “Baby Boom” and great economic and inteflectual achievement,
American Catholicisin entered a new era that culminated in the election of one of its own a3 U.S.
President. This dramatic’ -surge formed the context within which retreat ministry i Holy Cross
Province exploded on the scene. When peace.came in 1945, only Sierra Madre was conducting
formal “closed” retreats; thiess were held within the spacious Spanish-style monastery nestled at
the foot of Mount Wilson. But by 1960, full scale retreat movements were nnderway in
Cincinnati, Detroit, Saint Louis, Houston and Sacramento. And, with the exception of the
Cmcmnatl faczhty, sach occupied buildings specifically designed for. retreat ministry, Holy
'Cross Province was now fully engaged with a new generation of Catholics: fully American,
upwardly mobile and educated. Through retreat ministry, Passionists would find themselves in
touch with lay Catholics who became the leadershlp corps in their parishes, schools and fraternal
orgamzanons

SIERRA MAﬁRE, CALIFORNIA ~ Mm:ﬁ- DOLOROSA RETREAT CENTER

MATER DOLOROSA WAS ESTAB!JSHED in'southern’ California in 1924, when Passmmsts.
of Holy Cross Province moved into an sbandoned ranch house located at the foot of Mount
‘Wilson. Retreats at this time had to be held
outside, under “The Ribber Tree.” In 1932, a
- Passionist residence and refreat center was built’

and dedicated. The men of the Mater Dolorosa_
Retreat League finally had a refreat house. In
1949, a building strictly for retreats was built,
and in 1985 additional space was added. Over

“the years, the 'Passionists “have welcomed
countless men and women to share in the rich
spiritnal environment that Mater Doloresa
Retreat Center offers.
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* separate facility was neoessary. . Tnt 1960, “the new &

.opened its' doors- and, expanded Its mmlstry of
"sérvice to lay men and worneh, priésts and

Bs‘mo:'r; JAICHIGAN ~ SAINT PAUL OF THE CROSS RETREAT CENTER

N l930 ONE OF THE DARKEST ‘MOMENTS OF THE GREAT DEPRESSION, the PaSSIOmStS
opened a 1arge mionastery in Detroit. From this residence they went forth to give parish missions
and Tetreats across the Midwest, The Passionists also opened the doors of their residence to
share their }ife and- prayer with laity in the form of 3 '
weekend retreats,  This simpleact of ! hospitality
quickly grew into a. retigat movement which was
formally. -organized . ‘in- 1948, Lay retreats
responded well- o a- felt need among American
Catholics-for “soniething more” and soon a larger,

Saint Paul.of the- Cross Passmmst Retreat Cenler.

rehglous ediicators and studénts, ;Other programs
addressed the needs.of, paush and diocesan organizations for retreat days, planmng sessions, and

“other activities. In 1996 Saint Panl of the Crosé Retreat Center-and Community initiated & major -

GXpanswn program: to accormnodate growith in retreat center ministries and changed residential |

" feeds of its Passioniist priests: aﬂd brothers. In the summer of 2000, the Romanian Orthodox

Ep1scopate of America took possession of the former Saint Paul’s Monastery and. adjacent
property, with the exoeptmn of the Commumty Cemetcry

HGUSTON, TE}MS HOLY NAME RETREAT CENTER

HOI.Y NAME RETREAT CENTER REPRESENTS one
of the Passionists’ several expansions in the years
following the conclusion of World War II. Amiving in
Houston in 1946, the Passionists were soon in temporary
- quarters at their current Bunker Hill property, Work
immedrately began to organize the laymen’s retreat
movement. The founding retreat director, Father
'Cbnlctﬁf"OVenﬂ;m, C.P., conducted days of recollection,
sought out qualified lay leaders, made the work of the
‘Passionists known to the Catholics of east Texas and
| began to plan for the construction of a permanent
facxhty That structure wes dedicated in late fall, 1953, A further series of building programs,
concluded in 1980, led to the current facilities.

THE PASSIONISTS ARRIVED. IN- HOUSTON SHORTLY BEFORE major popu]_atioﬁ‘.changes led
to dramatic increases in the Catholic population of the area. Immediately following Vatican
Council IT, as refieat centers reached out fo new groups and experimented With new pastoral
strategies, Holy Name began a special involvement with members of Alcoholics Anonymous. A
small A.A. meeting group had met at the cénter for a mumber of years; a request by some ofits
members for a retréat experience began what has grown into today’s substantial ministerial -
involvement. Migrations from large eastern and Midwestern industrialized states during the
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" Midwestén states, Archbishop. Cantivell of Los

1970s and"1980s made Houston a great boom town. The opportunities for service and the need

of the local chuich made the ministries of Holy Name very welcome; regional growth led to ‘
dramatic increases in the size of the lay retreat movement. .And the vast Hispanic 1mm1grat10n of
the 1980s further enlarged the size and composmon of the local Cathohc commmnty

CITRUS HEIGHTS. CALIFORNM CHR!ST THif KING RETREAT CENTE‘R

"CHRIST THE KING'S HISTORY iNCLUDES an 1852 mmatwe undertaken by Passmmst Pete.r
Magagnotto in nearby Vir ?ma Clty, Nevada
during -the’ Gold’ Rush era’” Unfortunately, a
lasting’ presénce in’ “the Sacramento arga had to
wait untIl the followmg century. “Ag Passionists
grew and expanded throyghout the east coast and

Angeles requested ‘thaf sthey eXpand west and-
establish a presence in southern California. It
was 1923 when the Passionists founded a
Monastery and retreat centér in' Sierra Madre, a
small .town mnear Pasadena, Califomia,
Numerous refreats given to- laity, priests and.
_religious gained the Passionist community 4
strong reputation up and down the Pacific Coast.

BACK IN SACRAMENTO. a-group of men from the Holy Name Uhion were mscussmg with

their chaplain, Msgr. Kirby, the possﬂ:uhty of establishing a Tetreat center in north-central: s
California, Msgr, Kery remembered, “We have a commitment from the Passionists who used o
be in this drea yaars agb, that they would come again sometlme,” Mr. Roy Wilkins was
encouraged by Msgr. Kirby to contact the Passionists is sauthem California, Within a short time
a formalinvitation was sent by Bishop Annstrong Fr. Angelo Hamilten, C.P., brought the.-
Passionist community back to Sacramento when he amrived i in October 1945, He came with
instructions to build a refreat center for notthern California. Within a short nme, several other .
Passionists joined him at their temporary residence at Immaculate Conception church. Tn the late
summer of 1946, the commumty purchased 41 acres of land:for $27,500 froin the Cross Family
estate in Citrus Helghts. By 1949,,& small-house had been built on the
property and the Passionists took,up tesidence onthe last Sunday in .
November, the feast of Christ the King." Ot May? 1950, the pres;ent
fétreat center building was completed under the supeivision of Bt; N eil
Parsons, C.P. The facility was constructed to accémmodate thlrty :
retreatants, with a chapel, dining room; library and-two offices. The first

SR rctreat was held for the men of Holy Name Union and the construction |

MUY LGN - oricers on the weekend of May 19-21, 1950: During 1951, a total of |
848 men attended thirty-eight retreats. Additional priests and brothers increased the nnmber of
Passionists in residence. The community conducted parish missions, hélped in parishes and
served as chaplains throughout the Diocese of Sacramento, northern California and western

33 «A History of Finding Gold, * Website of Christ the King Retreat Center, www.passionist.org/
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Nevada. The retreat center faclhty was expanded in 1957 when military barracks from Mather

" Air Base were moved-onto the property The transported buildings were picced together to make
elghteen additional roons for the growmg mumber of retreatants. By this time, some of the first
retreats in the state for men and women in Alcoholics Anonymous were being conducted at
Christ the King. In November 1987, the facilities were -expanded. The Holy Cross Building was
constructed with forty retreatant rooms, three small coriference rooms and a beautiful large
assembly room, The en.larged fac111t1es, able to house over one hundred retreatants, have
allowed for the expansron of retreat pro grams S :

CINCINNATI AND SNNT LOUIS

‘HoLy: CROSS PROV!NCE’S SIGNIFICANT COMMITMENT of 1nst1tut10nal resources to refreat
mmlstry in the early postwar years found forther expressron in the cities of Cincinnati and Saint
‘LOUIS Both wers historié Midwestern ecclesxastmal centers with large Catholic populatlons
Both Wers sitos of along Passionist presence that predated the founding of Holy Cross Province.
A large monastic style building. and two neighborhood parishes under Passionist care
oharactenzed the Uincinnati site. In Samt Louis; a thh school seminary and monastery were the
focal point for Passionist fife.

THE PROWNCE DEC!DED TO CONVERT a portlon of the Cincinnati monastery to tise for
]aymen s retreats and imitiated that ministry in 1948, Work continued there until 1977 when, in
response to several diffictilties, the facility was closed as a retreat operatlon and Pass1omst
re31dence R S

IN SAINT LOUIS, THE PROVINCE SOUGHT SEPARATE PROPERTY and began conducting
laymen’s rétreats at nearby Clayton in 1951, In1956, the retreat movement occupied a lovely
new facility adjacent to a modem preparafory semindry in Warrenton, Missourd, While the
- seminary operation ceased in 1968, the retreat center continued its ministry at the same location,
"The entire property was sold in'1977-and the retreat facilities relocated back to'Saint Louis.

There the retreat movement continued until 1995 whén.a Province Sirategic Plan cIosed the
retreat facrhty and ended the Passionist presence in Samt Louis. -

BEYOND AMERI CAN SHORES

THE DEVEL-OPMEN"I' OF RETREAT MINISTRY has 1iot been confined to
the ‘Aimerican boundaries of Holy Cross Province. The history of the
Province is distinguished in ifs consistent commitment to the growth of the
7 g - international Church. First'engaged with its parent Province of St. Paul of
the Cross ina _}omt mission to China begun in 1923, Holy Cross Province has gontinued to
maintain an Asian perspective through the ‘founding of new congregational presences in Korea,
Japan and India. As Province members labored to extend the Passionist presence in these
regions, retreat ministry became a special gift of the Passionists to Asian believers. Retreat
houses in Mefu and Munakata are important ministry centers in the Japanese Province; Korean
Passionists serve their Church through retreat ministry in Seoul and Kwangju. And, the most
recent Asian foundsation, India, staffs a retreat house in Bangalore as part of its mission. o
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XX RETREAT FOUNDATIONS: -
GUIDING VALUES FOR ADMINISTRATION .

- T HE SPIRIT OF PASSIONIST RETREAT CENTERS s that

| ethos or: culture which bears the inspiration and
framework supportive of the Passionist retreat experience.
Passionist retreat ministry is 4 profoundiy spiritual enterprise
addressed to the deepest roots of human personhood and
meaning. Paradoxically, the suecess of this profou:ndly splntual
enterprise depends pgreatly upon such seemingly mundane
realities as planning, scheduling, financing and so forth! Yet,
this ought not to be of great surprise. Christianity is:rooted in the
Incarnation, in God’s mystetious choice to fashion the human. as
thie Very bearer or instruméent of eternal redemption. ‘The Gospei
witness never strays from this radical truth and takes pains t6
remind disciples of the human necessities of the Lord himself
(cf. Luke 8:1ff). The Lord makeés the quality of hurnan behavmr
and interaction the very standard by which one’s eternal status
will be determined (Mt. 25:31 ff). And Jesus inade practical human behavior the ultimate
benchmark for the evaluation of leadership (cf. Mk. 10:35ff; Jn. 13). Such concern for the
préctical, itself a reflection of divine love directed to concrete bemgs has much to contribute to
- that spirit or culture whick characterizes Pagsionist retreat centers. Though not exhaustive, the
following values and principles are considered of partlcula:r importance in the fuller expression
of the Passionist retreat center spmt »

COLLEG]ALITY '

. COLLEGIALITY DESCRJB£S THE STAND]NG AND ’RESPONSIBILITY of Passionist commumty
members in decision-making. Bach member bears the power to vote for leaders and in affairs
that matter to all, Bach is responszble for the good of all and must be willing to act out of a
common vision. I the spirit of collegiality, Passionists value broad consultation at every level,

encourage teamwork and broad collaboration. They gwe preference to methods for, decxs1on~
making that emphas1zes a consensual approach, S >

ACCURATE; RELIABLE AND EFFECTIVE COMMUN]CATION is at the haal't Of a COlleglaI
approach to life, ministry, and administration, Passionists commit themse]ves tn honest, open
and sincere communication in their personal and institutional. communication.* As skilted :
preachers they recognize that communication skill is necessary, too, in group settings and in
presentmg the public face of retreat centers to their publics. As people who strive to listen well
to the voice of their Lord, Passionistsunderstand that authennc communication must include
effectlve wise and empathetic hstenmg

RECOGN!ZING A GREAT GIFT lN THE]R EXPERJENCE OF COMMUNITY LIVING and its
collegial style, Passionists are determined that this vision for relationships will alse characterize
those of their ministries and sponsored institutions.
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SUBSIDIARITY

SUBSIDIARITY HONORS THE GIFTEDNESS AND COMPETENCE present at each level of 2
multi-layered organization and among individual members of complex groups. It recognizes that
different tasks are present within the organization and embodies a principle that expects action
and responsibility to'be taken at every level of the organization, (E.g. directors should not do
what administrators can do; administrators shonld not undertake what department heads can
accomplish, efc.). Subsmiarity pays effective homage to the Christian vision that views the
church as a gifted community of persons that is at its best self only when, all gifis are recognized,
honored and used well. Contemporary &fforts to “empower individuals and groups apply the
pnnclp]e of subsidiarity in a proactlve manner,

PE‘RSON -CENTERED

PERSON CENTERED REFLECTS THE VISIDN OF JESIJS HIMSELF Who gave greater
tmportance to the needs of parsons than to abstract formulations of principle, custom or law. As
pastoral institutions whose very mission is the care of human persons, Passionist retreat centers
will be characterized by profound sensitivity to the unique needs, skills and viewpoints of
Jindividuals. Employees can expect to be treated with kindness, decency and justice; retreatants
and guests will receive prompt, courteous and generous consideration of their needs and
~concerns. This principle need not endanger what is good for a group or institotion; rather, 1t ,
+secks to remind that each person and each need has a vahdlty and worthmcss of i 1ts own

140 ::.

INCLUSMTY

lNCLUSJVfTY CONFESSES THE MEAN]‘NG OF THE CROSS by thch
‘Christ “tore down the wall of separatlon and made all one in Himsslf
{Eph. 2:14- 16) This value seeks to view all through the eyes of God’s
. love and honors each man and woman in'and of themselves irrespective
of their sacial status or corndition. “Incluswlty ‘seeks to foster broader -
participation in ‘those agencies and institutions that affect all”
Inclusivity belisves that the work to harness diverse pomts of view to a
gomrmon good or mission can only make that mission stronger and more
effective. Passionists want thmr institutions to- practme an inclugiveness
. that promotes fuller hizman respect, one. that is-willing to challenge
- society-and. Churoh one that effectxvely values the great sacnﬁce of the Cross.

‘é“ﬁ' S
! JEoU )’PE
y PASSIO

JUSTICE

JUSTICE AS' UNDERSTOOD IN THE CHRISTIAN FAITH TRADITION seeks to protect the
defenseless, ; restore the rights: ‘of those unJustIy depnved extend help to the needy and find
adjustrnent for the gréat social and economic imbalances of life, ‘Passionist retreat centers are
expected to be, themselves, just institutions in which the fundamental rights of employees are
respected and the challenging fullness of the Gospel is clearly heard. They should be places,

' where poor individuals are welcomed for refreat experiences, where special consideration may
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be offered to resource-poor groups, and where marginalized individuals and groups can find a
spiritual haven. The custom of seeking retreat offenngs rather than fixed stipends is cited as an
example in this area. Likewise, preferential pricing; hospitality for groups such as Alcoholics
Anonymous and Sex and Love Addicts Anonymous; complimentary days of prayer for volunteer
workers in.social service agencies; initiatives that respond to eco£0g1c:al and environmental
concerns — these help illustrate the practical implementation of justice in retreat center ministry.

RESPONS/BLE snwmn'smp

RESPONSIBLE STEWARDSHIP lS‘ CONCERNED W)‘TH THE PROPER and careful nses of -
material resources; it expresses one dimension of the Passionist vow of poverty. Dependent
upon the generons and kind support of others, Passionists watit to use what they receive
responsibly. Responsible stewardship manifests itself in many ways. Prop er and proactive
maintenance of physical facilities and grounds is stéwardship. Efficient, accurate and transparent
. accountancy is also expressive of a-steward’s care. Genuine and gratefill regard for benefactors
further enhances this value. . The hard work of identifying and developing nlew sources of support
projécts respon31ble stewa:rdshlp mto the futu.re and ‘protects the future viability of the
institution’s mission. .

_.-morz,s’m.cjuwsm

PROFESSIONALISM POINTS.TO A SPECIFIC administrative stance that welcomes the
application of modem management theory and practice in the administration of Passionist retreat
centers. Professionalism encourages objective analysis, open and rational evaluation of
outcomes, efficient use of resources and long-range planning. This stance seeks to. adapt the
wisdoin of the relevant secular professmns for the sake of retreat center mission.” This vision
also leads retreat center personnel to view themselves as competent professionals in thejr own

right. In this light they are challenged to make personal and professmnal growth an integral
component of their own lives and ministry. =~ = .

MISSION-DRIVEN

{

MISSION~DRIVEN IS A SENTINEL PHRASE serving as
a reminder of a retreat centér’s fundamental reason for
existence. As a service" msntutlon with a particular
mission or objective, only a clear and dynamic focus.on
mission will provide a refreat center with the energy
necessary to make it a life-giving, creative entity. Mission,
 is the standard by which everything about the center ought
to be judged. That which does not scrve, support, carry
forward or fulfill the center’s mission must be reviewed -
and subjected to corrective acilon
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FAITH-CENTERED

FAITH-CENTERED ARTICULATES THE MOST BASIC ASSUMPTION of Passionist retreat
centers. They are religious institutions drawing their inspiration from the Christian Gospel and
standing within the Roman Catholic tradition. Retreat centers exist to proclaim, encourage and

" support Christian faith. The experienice of Christian faith, no stranger to practical concerns,
should be brought to bear at every level of retreat. center ministry and operation.

AMILIAL

FAMILML REFERS TO THE T ONE QUALITY OR SPIRIT that charactenzes relationships in

Passionist retreat centers. Though members of many different human families, Passionists

always choose the word “familial” to best describe their experience of community living, Those
- who know them best also perceive them in this light. And those who frequent Passionist retreat
centers soon use the term “home” to describe their feelings for the facility and people-present
there. Personal warmth and openness, interest in others and their concerns, humor and

sympathy, loyalty to staff and retreatants, honesty and reliability are descriptive of those human
and spiritual values reflective of the familial. This attitude does not stand in opposmon toa
professional bearing or business-like approach. Rather, it denotes the manner in which
~ professional competence and skill is to be exercised and points to the relational atmosphere most .
supportive of Passionist mission. This tone or quality is of essential importance for Passionists;
after all, their Founder chose a heart-shaped symbolJto signify his spirituality.

PROPHETIC

PROPHET!C Is EXPRESSIVE OF A COMPLEX Sl"."l’ OF VALUES close to the heart of the
Passionist Charism, Formial theological reflection on the role of religious congregations in the
Church acknowledges them as bearers of the prophetic voice. Hlstoncaﬂy, religious orders and
congregations have arisen in response to new and urgent needs in both church and society, Paul

of the Cross, for instance, devoted great energy towards pastoral care -
of poor Italian peasants living on the margins of their society and
church. Creativity, a colrageous willingness to rigk, openness to new
needs, sensitivity to the unfamiliar stirings of the Spirit, persistence -
and determination — these qualities are evident in the life of Paul of <
the Cross and are keys to his eventnal success. And, they are
.descriptive of the prophetic dimension. In a world and Church of =
+.rapid change so often characterized by much social fragmentation, the
- - prophetic voice is greatly needed. For it is the prophet who speaks of
a new  vision capable of overcoming the powers of disintegration.
~ The Scriptures carry a stark warning, “without a vision the people
: perish” (Proverbs 25:18). Passionist retreat centers bear a great
responsibility to ever claim the prophetic role of their Founder. A prophetic dimension is present
when a center willingly opens itself to new ventures and programs, when preaching raises a holy
challenge to injustice and blindness in society and Church, when new peoples and groups are
welcomed to rétreat constifuencies, and when' certain impatience W1th things as they are
characterizes retreat center leadership.
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- XXI. PASSIONJST ORGANIZATION AND STRUCTURE

Passionist retreat centers, as mstltutwnal expressmns of the Passionist charism, are part of a
much larger Passionist “world.” In the time since Paul of the Cross emerged frorh his inaugural
retreat and began to gather companions, the Congregation he founded has grown, flourished and
assumed a complex form, The most bagic orgamzatlonal shape of the Congregation and its
entities is shown here in outline form.. .

« THE CONGREGATION OF THE PASSION

Azi international Religious Congregation
General headquarters are in Rome
Some 3000 members serve in 52 countries
‘Organized into 28 Provinces
Subdivided into “continental” assistancies
* Comprised of two American Provinces
» _ St. Paul of the Cross Province ~ (East Coast)
s Holy Cross Province ~ (Midwest, Southwest and Western States)

D LEADERSHIP STRUCTURE GENERAL CHAPTERS

e General Chapters are.the “supreme” authority of the Congregation

+ They are held at 6-year intervals. -

e Members are the Provincials of the Congregation along with the General Superior
‘and his Council

e The General Chapter elects the General Supenor and Coungil (sxx members)

o The General Chapter réviews, and when necessary, modifies the Rule &
Constitutions, engages in corporate reflection and plarmmg for the entire
Congregation .

LEADERSHIP STRUCTURE THE GENERALATE

T The Supenor G¢neral is the supreme authonty of the Congreganon betWeen
General Chapters .
. He and his 6-member Counecil serve terms of six years and are: mandafed to
- s Guide the Congregation .
» - Preside at Provincial Chapters and confirm their alec;tlons and actions
. = Convene the General Synod (gathering of Prov1nc1als with Genetal and
‘Council) every two years .
.o Implement the work of the General Chapter
» Promote cooperation and collaboration in the regional (continental)
Asgistancies and throughout the Congregation
s Serve as liaison to Holy See (Vatican)
 Begin initial preparation for the next General Chapter
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+» LEADERSHIP STRUCTURE: THE PROVINCE

* Regional organization of Passionists in a country (Japan) or area (five ltalian -
provmces) ‘

» Provincial Chapter meets every four years and is the hJ ghest authority of the
Province

»  All Province members partlczpate and votie

v The Chapter elects the Provincial Superior and his Councll

» The Chapter regulateslocal Passionist life and ministry, adapts Congregational
initiatives to local cnlture, and erigages in reflection and planmng for the sake of
the Prmnnce as a whole

. LEADERSHIP STRUGTURE- PROVINCf SERVICES :

s . The Provincial Superior and Councﬂ are highest authority of the Provmce
- between Chaplers :

Are responsible for unplementmg the actions offthe Provincial Chapter

Serve as liaison to the larger Congregation

Administer Province-level services

Recruitment, formation and education of new members

Centralized banking and, ﬁnancmg systems o

Health care and retifenient programs for membcrs

Supervision and support of overseas missions

Financing of Province needs :

Enhancement and development of Province ministries

« LEADERSHIP STRUCTURE: LOCAL COMMUNITY

. Consnsts of the Passionists asszgned toa parncular residence

e All are members of the Local Chéapter

o The Chapter chooses the Local Superior . -

e The members determine the practlcal form of life; schedule, worship, ministry
commitments, budget etc., all in concert with Province policy and regulation

s Seek to implement Province concerns and initiatives locally

» The Community normally holds members engaged in several minisiries

« PASSIONIST STRUCTURE: FINANCES

» The Generalate is supported by a tax on each Province, investments and
donations,

» The Provinces are self-supporting: Provincial services are financed through
assessment of members, by donations, fund-raising and income from investments
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» Local Communities are, ideally, self-supporting through ministry income,
denations, fund-raising activities and investment income; some do require
Provincial assistance

HOLY CROSS PROVINCE: MEMBERS AND MISSION

. Total Religious ~ 80 Medlan Age ~ 69
. Instltutlons
" 4 parishes with schools in Chicago, Louisville and 2 in anmgham
s 1 High school in Birmingham
* 4 Retreat centers in Detroit, Houston, Sierra Madre, Citrus Heights

OVERSEAS MISSION ,
* Vicariate of India with 25 Indians and 2 Ameéricans

OTHER RELIGIOUS OVERSEAS
s Japan~35
« Korea~3 -
e Rome~2

* MAJOR PERSONAL MINISTRIES

Itinerant Preaching (parish missions and retréats) |

Hispanic Ministty

Chaplaincies: hospitals and prisonis

Programs for at-risk young adults

Weekend assistance to local parishes/pastors

4 parishes with echools in Chicago, Louisville and 2 in Bitmingham
1 High school in Birmingham

4 Retreat centers in Detroit, Houston, Sierra Madre, Citrus Heights
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' SOURCES AND RESOURCES

Pagsionist Sources

The following print materials represent a first level of usable and dependable -
Paulacrucian and Passionist sources. In these are to be found a wealth of information on the life
of Paul of the Cross and the history of the Passionists, his spmtuahty, his charism and the
mission of Passmmsts today. .

. Daneo, Pani (of the Cross), The Letters ot St. Paul of the Cross. Translated by Frederick Sucher
- and Roger Mercurio; edited by Laurence Finn and Donald Webber, Hyde Park New York, New
City Press 2000.

Rule and C'onstztutzons Congregatmn of the Passxon of J Bsng Chnst Rome, Italy, 1984,

Mercurio, Roger, The Passionists. Co]legevi]le', Minnesota, The Liturgical Press, 1992,

Yuhaus, Cassian, C‘omgelled to Speak: The Pa.s'szomsz‘.s' in Amenaa, - Origin and Apostolate.
Westminster, Maryland, Newman Press, 1967.

Spericer, Paul Francis, As 4 Seal Upon Your Heart: The Lif'e of 81, Paul of the Cross, Fou.na'er of
the Passionists. Maynooth, Ireland: St. Paul’s 1994 ,

Giorgini, Fabiano, Hi.;'tory'of the Passionisis, Vol, I. Rome, Italy, Edizioni ECO. 1987.

Naselli, Carmiglo A. Hisiong of the Passionists', I'/'og 11, Rome, It;cﬂy, Edizioni ECO. 1988,

Webber, Don, Editor: Celebmtmz 150 Years of Passionist Ministry in North America and
Beyond: 1852-2002. Beauceville, Canada: Transcontinental Printing, 2002, This work presents
vignettes of nearly all North American Passionist locations and associated agencies. It also has a
good bibliography and a comprehensive listing of Passionist website addresses. ' '

Carletti, Vicenzo, The Challenge of the World: Atlas of the Passionist Missions. Clusone, Italy:
Tipolito FERRARI, 1988, An excellent introduction tothe Passionists’ international dimension.

Videos-

There are a number of helpfisl videos'in circulation; some address the Founder and the
Passionist charism while others are of more “local” interest. A partial listing includes:

As A Seal Upon Your Heart: The Life and Mission ofSt Paul of the Cross. Narrated by Martin
Sheen and produced by Paul Francis Spencer. This is an excellent biography shot on location in

Italy,

I Am A Passionist, Produced for the American Sesquicentennial celebration.
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Our Passionist Family: 4 Faith Shared. Produced by the Holy Cross Province Development
Office, Chicago, Illinois. -

ISaw A Spark. A Vocation Office production that continues to offer good, personal reﬂec‘uon on
the meaning of Passionist life.

Experiencé the Miracle. By and about Holy Name Retreat Center, Houston, Texas.
Citrus Heights. By and about Christ the Kiﬁg Retreat Center, Citris Heights, California

Come, .Sjpena' Time with Me. By and about St Paul of the Cross Retreat Center Deﬁmt
Michigan,

A Conversation with Adam Cardinal Maida. Produced by St. Paul of the Cross Refreat Center in
Detroit. Cardinal Maida reﬂects upon the'value of retreats and shares his personal connections
with the Pagsionists.

QOther ,Résou'rces

Exploration of the Passionist charism, and of Passionist Founder Paul Daneo, invites and

challenges one to a lifetime of study and prayet. Such'an exploration must draw upon diverse
traditions of learning — secular and ecclesial history, cultural studies, language, the many
branches of theology and spmtuaht_y, etc. Whers to begin so as not to be intimidated? The
following works are recommended as reliable, thoughtful guides into the many fields that
impinge upon conaprehension of Paul of the Cross and his Passionists. These offer good
treatments of many aspects of general theology and spirituality. And, they point the reader
deeper with solid recommendatmns for further study. : ’

Downey, Michael, ed The New Dictionary of Catholic Spirituality. The Liturgical Press,
Collegevllle, Mlnnesota, 1993 .

Stuhlmusellet, Carrol, ed. The C'oflegevz[le Pastoral chtzonarv of Biblical Theology. The
L1’rurg10al Press, Collegeville, Mumcsota, 1996 ‘
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